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Myth is a kind of story in which there are gods, goddesses, and divine
beings. It also refers to a narrative at the beginning of the time. Fairy
tale, on the other hand, is a kind of myth in which we deal with the
transcendental beings such as demons, fairies, as well as amazing
events. Their relation with the mythological narratives is another
feature of such stories. As fairy tales have similar structure to that of
the mythological stories, this study aims to investigate the similarities
between the characters in the fairy tales and myths.
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Introduction

Research Background

Previously, a few studies had been done on the relationship between
the Iranian tales and mythical narratives, which can be mentioned as
limited examples; Hosseini (2006) has tried to conduct a comparative
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study on the story oT the “Utopia of women m dShahnameh and
Iskandarnameh in Greek mythology. Nasiri and Toghyani (2018) have
compared the myth of the creation in Bundahish with the narration of
“Susan Rameshgar”. Ghasemi (2020) has considered the situation of
scarcity at the beginning of the fairy tales to be similar to the initial
situation of the universe in the mythical worldview of Iran. However,
so far, no independent research has been done on the mythical features
of the beloved character in Iranian fairy tales. This research can be a
step towards comparative studies between myth and fairy tales.

Goals, questions, and assumptions

The purpose of this study is to clarify some of the features of the fairy
tales that can be compared with the mythical narrations. Finding the
similarity between the characters of the beloved girl in Iranian fairy
tales and the extraction of similar features of the goddess in their
narration is the most important purpose of this research.

This article has tried to explain the properties of the beloved girl
showing the similarities between her and the mythical goddesses. The
questions that this article is going to answer are: What are the beloved
girl's features in the fairy tales? Which of these features are similar to
the features of the mythical goddess? What is the link of this fairy
tale's character with the mythical narratives?

Findings

Mythically, thought does not make any difference between sleep and
wakefulness, or death and life. There is a characteristic of the mythical
beloved manifestation to the lover in the world of dreams. In
mythological arena, place is a part of an object (Cassirer, 2014, p.
164) In some of the fairy tales, the picture of the beloved, such as a
sacred thing, is guarded and taken care of carefully in a specific place.
It also seems that the beloved connection with a place such as a well
or a garden has a mythological basis.
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€ mythical story basically tells a natural phenomenon (INamvar
Motlagh & Awadpour, 2016, p. 45) and in the studied tales, the
special connection between the beloved character and the tree and
water can be seen. Mythical women have unusual beauty of face,
limbs, and hair, and the appearance of the beloved character in fairy
tales is also usually very different from the ordinary human beings.
The mythical gods have a higher status and power than humans and
the beloved, in most fairy tales, is from the upper class of society.
Awareness of things before they occur is another special and
mythical power of some characters, especially the beloved. Time in
fairy tales, especially when associated with the beloved character, is a
mythical time that has no linear passage and may be at a standstill. Of
the 39 fairy tales studied, 4 tales are included in this feature. Other
mythical features of the beloved include the abundance of suitors as
well as the fighting and killing of many men and suitors.

Conclusion

By examining the Iranian fairy tales, it has been determined that in
some of them, characters have mythical features. In those tales that
have a romantic theme, the beloved girl character has also some
mythical and theological characteristics the examination of which can
help to draw a pattern for recognizing her mythical personality. The
characteristics of the beloved in the Persian fairy tales can be matched
with the characteristics of the god-like or theological characters in
mythological narratives. Some of the characteristics of the beloved are
her relationship with the dream world, her relationship with water and
trees, life in the palace, connection with wells and graves, and
connection with the garden, each of which is somehow adaptable to
the mythical atmosphere.
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