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The Pattern of the "*Hero™ in the Stories of "*Ashiglar"’
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Abstract

The influence of languages on each other and the cultural connections of
nations are inevitable. The stories also have migrated from a land to
another and were affected by the target people, but sometimes the
similarities of the stories are not due to their influence, rather, they are
the result of commonalities of perception which have emerged at
different times and geographical areas. Sometimes, the study of the
mythological themes and the similarities of some stories among
different ethnic groups show their unity and common perception. One
of these perceptions is the myth of the hero. However, these
archetypes sometimes have differences that are related to the culture
and religion of the narrator. This article studies the archetypes of the
"hero” and its differences with the western patterns in 24 stories of
"Ashiglar". In these stories, two different elements appear, which are
the distinguishing feature of Ashiglar's stories from the other lyrical
poems: One is his assistant dervishes and his honorable apple, which
marks the birth of the hero; another is the appearance of the old man
with the wine cup in the hero's dream, which calls him to individuality
and then the hero who is given wine becomes a true lover.
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Research background
Although a few studies have been done on the literature of "Ashiglar"
in Iran, no research has been conducted on their "hero" patterns.

Statement of the problem

The influence of tribes on each other and international relations are
some causes of stories ‘transmission, but sometimes, the
commonalities in the stories are not the result of influence, but
originate from commonalities which are called archetypes that appear
in the same way in different places and times. According to
Zarrinkoub, "the similarities of the myths and legends among different
tribes are sometimes so much that leaves the historian in doubt.

There is no doubt that these similarities among the tribes cannot
always be considered as a common source. However, this
resemblance, when seen in the myths of the Near East or European
nations, can be attributed to their direct influence or reaction, but
when the resemblance of the myths among tribes that are far apart
such the distance between Greece and Oceania is observed, “the idea
of direct influence or reaction is eliminated" (Zarrinkoob, 1983, pp.
241-240). The myth of hero is one of these archetypes, often seen in
Eastern and Western myths; therefore, researchers have provided the
patterns to define the stories. Nonetheless, the commonalities in their
structure, due to the geographical, cultural, and religious differences
of the narrator, are different. This means that the hero in "Ashiglar"
has a special pattern which requires a detail analysis.
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It should be noted that it is impossible to determine a specific pattern for all
myths among different nations; however, the first appearance of the hero
model dates back to the mid-nineteenth century, when Edward Taylor
Yohan, Gork von Hahn, and Vladimir Propp tried to establish a model for
the hero that can be found globally in every myth.

The scholars were not interested in the origins of the myths, nor in
their meaning and function, but their purpose was defining the "hero
pattern. Although Western scholars have drawn patterns for the
"hero”, according to the culture, religion, and the creed of the narrator,
the hero of the Persian love poems and Turkish stories differs from the
main line of the western patterns. Zolfaghari presents the morphology
of love poems in 20 general functions, based on the chain of Propp's
works which is presented in 31 functions (2013, pp. 80-101). The
pattern of hero in Turkish narratives of "Ashiglar" comapred with the
patterns of the traditional western hero in terms of the design,
sequence, logic, and moral values are different in many ways. It is also
different in comparison with the Persian poems, despite many
similarities. The stories of "Ashiglar, while are simpler than the
Persian poems and have less functional variety, have special elements
that distinguish them from other patterns; therefore, a "hero™ model
should be created for the stories of "Ashiglar”.

Conclusion
The stories of "Ashiglar" have two branches, one branch is called

"Gahramanlig Dastanlari" or "Dastan", like the stories of Dada Ghorgud and
Korogli, and another branch is called "Sevgi va mohabbat Dastanlari" as
"Nowruz and Qandab", "Asli and Karam" and "Ashiq Gharib and Shah
Sanam", whose heroes, regardless of the war and combat, prove their loyalty
and sacrifice. Lyrical stories are almost identical in structure, and the variety
of themes in these stories is not as great as the epic stories. According to the
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pattern presented Dy VVEStern scholars, there are oifferences i terms of

events, that were presented in 13 functions. In all the stories, there are the
function of greatness of the hero, journey, obstacles of the journey, helpers,
and overcoming of the hero. Other themes such as the birth of the hero by
the helper Dervish, falling in love in a dream, spiritual transformation after
awaking are also the dominant themes of these stories. The happy ending of
the lovers is seen in all but one case (Asli and Karam).
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