Classical Persian Literature, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 11, No. 2, Fall and Winter 2020-2021, 169-193
DOI: 10.30465/CPL.2021.6433

The Effects of Spirits of the Dead on Action of Heroes in Epic
Poems; Gilgamesh, Iliad, Odyssey, Aeneid, Shahnameh,
Bahmannameh, Shahriarnameh

Hasan Shahryari’

Fatemeh Haji Rahimi~

Abstract

Having a divine nature, epic heroes are nurtured as an ideal pattern for the society that
meets a variety of unattainable needs and desires of human beings. In addition to physical
strength and natural forces, they take benefits from mythical and supernatural powers to
overcome obstacles and problems in life. Establishing a relationship with dead spirits is
among these supernatural forces. The current study is based on a descriptive-analytical
research method. The findings can be divided into two categories: first, how epic heroes
relate to the spirits of the dead, including the hero's journey to the world of the dead, talking
to the spirits of the ancestors within a dream, the manifestation of the spirits and observing
them in the material world; and second, how the spirits of the dead and the heroes are
affected each other so that the spirits of the dead predict the future or open their mouths
about advice and compliance. The spirits sometimes remind the instability of the world,
and sometimes try to reveal a secret. In contrast, the hero informs them about their family
and relatives or performs morning rituals at the request of the spirits for their comfort.
Thus, such an attitude toward epic works can be useful in understanding intellectual and
social contexts of past nations and peoples.
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