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The analysis of the common traits between truth and
creation has always provoked various theories from
theologians and other thinkers in the field of theology. One of
the most important of these theories is the Analogical theology
of St. Thomas Aquinas, which has always been of interest to
proponents and opponents since its inception. Aquinas, who by
offering an analogical predication provided a middle ground for
equivocal and univocal for this category of divine attributes,
considered it permissible to speak of God through the attributes
of creatures, and considered the words of these attributes
meaningful. But according to his remarks in his two major
books, The Summa Theologica and The Summa Contra
Gentiles the epistemological and ontological aspects of the
divine attributes he envisioned in the theory of allegorical
theology can be seen. In this article, we examine the ontological
aspects in an analytical-descriptive way in Aquinas Analogical
theology and conclude that Aquinas Analogical theology should
not be considered as the only theory for solving the problem of
the language of religion in the field of divine names and
attributes.
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Analogical theology is one of the most important steps
of Saint Thomas Aquinas in theology and it has been known as one
of the best western theological thoughts even until present day (Owen,
1972). It is recognizing God’s attributes through similar attributes or
analogies in creations, particularly analogies in God’s most complete
creation, human.

The time when Aquinas’s philosophical and rhetoric thought
flourished and the European intellectual space was ready for it was
the period a group of theologians and Christian believers insisted on
talking about God using manlike interpretations and attributing a
complete set of attributes such as love, trustfulness, purposefulness,
pain, incarnation, etc. Which are clearly examples of attributes of
mankind (McGrath, 2013). Moreover, under the influence of
Apophatic Theology, there was a theological thought and another
perspective on the Bible, particularly in rereading and interpreting its
verses. According to Copleston, Aquinas’s concern of recognizing the
infinite creature beyond the sensory experience and how human
language could be used for divinity come from this stream of thought.
Citing some of Aquinas’swords in Summa contra Gentiles, which are
manifested in the Apophatic (negative) theology, he asserts that this
is the same famous apophatic method held highly by Dionysius the
Pseudo-Areopagite and other Christian writers influenced by
neoplatonism (Copleston, 2008). Furthermore, Gilson believes that
these parts of Aquinas’s words are influenced by the past Apophatic
thought and he has even stepped beyond the common Apophatic
Theology in his theory (Gilson, 2005; Gilson, 1996; Copleston,
2008).

Although an important part of Thomas Aquinas’s theological
system is in light of Apophatic Theology and he has built his theory
on the critical review of Apophatic Theology dominant in Europe at
the time, the above-mentioned discussions indicate that Aquinas
sought to find a way free from entanglement of analogy as well as the
scholarly ignorance of the Apophatic Theology.

Aquinas attempted to use analogical theology to explain his
theological-philosophical method in knowing God and His attributes.
He had to start this journey from human and his higher attributes and
he faced serious obstacles, namely analogical and Apophatic
thoughts, to achieve attributes of God from human higher attributes.
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Therefore, in addition to resolving the problems of these two
theological thoughts, the significance of Aquinas’s work is
addressing the linguistic problems of the shared higher attributes of
humankind and God (Aquinas, 1947: 1/ 13,1 & 84,7). How can we
use the same words that we use for attributes of creations for the
attributes of the creator? (Copleston, 2008; Inglis, 2009; Plotinus,
1987).

Did Aquinas only aim to resolve the linguistic problem of the shared
attributes of the creator and creations by discussing analogical
theology or did he have a higher objective? In this regard, the question
posed in this study is that does Aquinas’s analogical method merely
fall under the topics related to religious language and resolving the
linguistic problem or could we use it in the ontological field of divine
attributes by focusing on Aquinas’s words? In other words, could the
analogical theology of Aquinas be seen as an ontological theory,
avoiding reducing it to only a linguistic problem?

According to the analysis of Aquinas’s
works, it is evident that although Aquinas is concerned with the
attributes semantically in proposing his analogical theology, the three
ontological, epistemological, and linguistic aspects should be
distinguished in discussing God’s attributes. Thus, saying that
Aquinas sought a way to prescribe talking about the attributes of God
in linguistic terms would be reducing his analogical theology. As
discussed in this article, given that Aquinas distinguishes between the
signifier, i.e., the linguistic form and the signified, that is, the
attribute, the reality signified by the divine attributes, his main
purpose in putting forward and explaining his analogical theology and
the mutual resemblance of humankind and God was beyond linguistic
aspects. In fact, he sought a way to explain the collected meaning of
ascertained attributes in the essence of Godhead, avoiding epistemic
closure in recognizing the divine names and attributes. Given that he
addresses the problem of Apophatic Theology, which is not a merely
linguistic issue, he emphasizes the epistemological aspect of divine
attributes and the inability of human epistemology to enter those
attributes. Studying some of the gradations of Apophatic Theology,
which follow the ontological aspect of attributes and put forward the
unattributability of the divine essence and the basic principle on
which Aquinas relies on in order to argue the ascertainment of the
attributes of creation in the Creator in a higher and extended way,
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Aquinas’s answer could be placed in the realm of the ontology of the
attributes. In this regard, an analysis presented by Aquinas in the
second manner of attributive analogy should be taken into
consideration. He distinguishes between the level of knowing
attributes from the position of effect and the reality of attributes from
the position of cause while he sees no conflict between the two
(Aquinas, 1957: 1/34). This analysis has not only been neglected by
some Persian translators of Aquinas’s works, but also by some of the
theological philosophers and theologians who have discussed
Aquinas’s theory. Therefore, in addition to being an attempt to
explain ascribing God to the higher attributes as high existential
realities, the ontological analysis of Aquinas is one of the best
answers to the problems of Apophatic Theology and Analogical
Theology.
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