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The doctrine of pure existence is one of the
initiatives of Islamic philosophy, which has a significant place
in the history of philosophy, especially Transcendental
wisdom. Transcendental philosophers have proved the
essential unity of true and real unity by applying it on the
preliminary stages. Finally, they deal with the unity of being
individual. On the contrary, some scholars have contrasted
pure existence doctrine with unity of being individual. With
superficial and hasty interpretations of expressions, this
contradiction is shown in the Aqa Ali Modarres’ viewpoint.
Transcendental philosophers believe that those who accept
the unity of being Individual have considered God non-
conditioned and as the source of division. But sages, including
Aga Ali Modarres, can never accept the unity of being
Individual, because they consider God almighty to be pure
existence, which is conditionally negatively-conditioned
existence and one of the types of non-conditioned as the
source of division. The Comparison of this claim with the
statements of Aga Ali Modarres has shown its inconsistency
with his views and reveals the alignment of the stages of
existence with the theory of unity of being Individual.
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In the early period of Islamic Hikmah, “pure existent” was
applied to refer to the purity of the necessary Being free from nature, faults,
nothingness, and the limits of non-being in order to deduce necessary unity. lbn
Sina explains the negation of essence from the necessary in noumenon with the
condition of negation of non-being and other attributes. He states that Haqq is
existent with the condition of negation of plurality of Tarkib (lbn Sina, 1404
AH: 347). In the history of al-hikmat al-muta’aliyah [transcendent theosophy],
from the beginning to the contemporary period, reliance on this teaching is seen
abundantly, used to explain the objectives of theology (Sadr-al-Motalehin,
1975: 29; 1989, vol. 1: 135; vol. 6: 15, 24; Imam Khomeini, 1991: 313). Thus,
proving the unity of the necessary Being is its minimum use and does not
include everything. First, Suhrawardi and then Mir Damad went beyond this
and turned it to its maximum use. In addition to the graded unity of existence
and unity of the necessary, individual unity of existence could be achieved in
this regard. In transcendent theosophy, it is possible to move towards individual
unity of existence after passing the position of graded unity of existence and
transformational and mixed analysis of causality. In this regard, the role of
purity of existence as an instrumental principle is effective given that the
assumption of the existence of the second leads to impurity of the existence of
the infinite and absolute God and other consequent faults including limitedness
and composition of the great essence.

The analysis of Purity of Existence in proving and explaining Tawhid [oneness
of God] also leads to examining considerations and manners of existence, that
is, unconditional [la bi shart] (magsami and gesmi), negative conditioned [bi
sharti la], object conditioned [bi sharti shey]. The role of the great scholars and
the deduction of conclusions related to Tawhid from this teaching are of special
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importance. They saw the pure object equal to the one with real true unity. The
incompatibility of purity and pluralism is almost obvious in the later stages of
transcendental theosophy. This is because plurality requires privilege of
multiplicity which causes the presence of the attribute in each one of the parties,
something that the other party lacks. In this assumption, it leads to the
composition of lack and existence which is incompatible with purity. Despite
the influence of this teaching in proving the unity of existence and the sufficient
detailed arguments of transcendent theosophy, particularly Agha Ali Mudarres,
an article titled “‘Specific Gradation of Being from Agha Ali Mudarres’s
Standpoint” (Nabavian, 215) has stated the teaching of Pure Being as in
negation with the unity of existence in Mudarres’s view, listing him among
those who invalidate the unity of existence. An analytical study based on the
texts of Agha Ali Mudarres’s statements shows that this is not the real case. In
contrast, it shows that he has used this tenet in line with the orders and manners
of existence to prove individual unity of existence.

The study of the teaching of Pure Being is to answer how
explaining and tacit approval to be a norm or non-norm could change the
results. Can the teaching of Pure Being prove the elevated objectives of
transcendent theosophy such as individual unity of existence? Or is it limited to
the preliminary stages, that is, necessity of unity, gradation of existence and
graded unity? This question has led to confusion, turning some to claim doubts
in applying this teaching to prove individual unity of existence in the
philosophical thought, particularly that of Agha Ali Mudarres. To answer this

question and clear the doubts, an explanatory-analytical approach was adopted,
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indicating the distortion of Agha Ali Mudarres’s account and bias in the
presented argument and judgment of the above-mentioned article.

The teaching of Pure Being is unparalleled in
proving and explaining Tawhid, particularly individual oneness of existence.
Lack of reflection on its meaning and content has led to supposed
incompatibility of this teaching with Unity of Existence. Adoption of such an
approach in discussing the orders and manners of existence would result in
misinterpretation with the assumption of multiplicity of the origin in universe
and attributing it to the views of great scholars. An article attempted to show the
opposition of the scholar with the Unity of Existence in order to claim Pure
Being incompatible with the orders of existence in the mystical and
philosophical views, particularly those of Agha Ali Mudarres Tehrani.
However, the texts of the scholar’s stance reveals the invalidity of the claim.
Pure Being is neither incompatible with the orders of existence nor applicable
to rejection of Unity of Existence. Therefore, Agha Ali Mudarres not only never
attempted to oppose Unity of Existence, but was one of the high-minded
proponents of this tenet.
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