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The present study seeks to answer the main question:
"What kind of relationship does Fakhr Razi introduce between
the essence and the divine attributes?" It was formed through
the study of the two theories of trait negation and the objectivity
oftraits and it explored to find the answer. The research findings
are as follows: Fakhr Razi tries to minimize verbal conflicts by
reducing the frequency of most of the issues related to
adjectives to verbal issues, but he does not rely on this theory
and the ontological issues of the relationship between traits and
Examining Essence. Fakhr's existentialist studies proved the
existence of attributes by distorting the reasons for the denial of
attributes, although Fakhr speaks erroneously in quoting the
negation of attributes. He says that he himselfis somehow in the
House of Lords, denying the attributes - but with a different
justification. He goes on to point out the relationship between
divine attributes and essence. Sometimes he clarifies the
objectivity of attributes with essence. Although he cannot be
considered a defender of the theory of objectivity, but in order
to analyze the change of his theological positions and his
fairness in accepting cases, consideration of the arguments will
be thought-provoking and useful.
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As knowing God has always been one of the concerns
of theologians and thinking people, most of religious texts have
attempted to introduce God through different ways. This study aimed
to examine divine attributes and their relation with God as one of
these methods. It should be noted that given the vast scope of the
topics, this study explained the negation of attributes from God and
the objectivity of attributes in relation with God. The theory of
distinction of attributes from divine essence will be left to another
study.

The main questions were that what kind of relationship does Fakhr
Razi introduce between the divine essence and attributes? And what
reasons does he give for it? The following subquestions were also
answered in the study: Does Fakhr Razi see the notions related to
attributes literal or existential? What are Fakhr Razi’s reasons for the
denial and objectivity of attributes? -

Methodology: The data were collected through library research and
then coded based on titles. With regard to the topic of the study, they
were logically organized and finally, the results were reported after
analysis.

Fakhr Razi sees the relationship between attributes and
essence as literal. Whether these attributes are contrary to essence or
whether they are the same as essence or other than it are all literal
notions and are not real. With this theory, Fakhr Razi discusses the
ontological aspects of attributes in detail. Next, he describes the
reasons of the denial of the attributes, categorizing them into those
given by the philosophers and Mu‘tazila while addressing their
problems. The main theme of these responses is that essence
determines the attributes. However, Muslim scholars have all
somehow tried to prove attributes for God and Fakhr Razi could be
criticized for introducing denial of attributes in its absolute form. In
objectivity of attributes, Fakhr Razi begins his discussion by
attributing some of them to Allah. These attributes are stated using
the literature of objectivity at least in words. Next, Fakhr continues
his discussion by claiming that detached conditions are not needed for
the effectiveness of God. He approaches objectivity by eliminating
time from incidence, probably it could be claimed that he even affirms
it.
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By investigating Fakhr Razi’s views on
the relationship between divine attributes and essence, the authors
concluded that in his view, absolute denial of attributes is incorrect
and he rejects all of the reasons given by deniers by the main
argument “essence determines the attributes”. Therefore, in Fakhr
Razi’s view, God has attributes whose relationship with the divine
essence need to be explained in a way that prevents problems such as
contradiction of attributes with the extensiveness of essence,
limitation of essence, etc. And this requires a solution. By studying
parts where Fakhr discusses the sameness of attributes with divine
essence, it was concluded that he shows a tendency to see the
attributes and essence as the same in several parts and some of his
words could be considered affirmation of sameness of essence and
attributes. In other parts, despite his tendency towards seeing divine
essence different from attributes, he accepts the sameness of essence
and attributes because of the sufficient and fair evidence.

It should be noted that Fakhr Razi, as an Ash'ari figure, highly defends
the theory of difference of essence and attributes, providing a specific
justification, which is discussed by the authors in another study.
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