Metaphysics,Vol. 12, No.2, Ser No.(30) , 2020

Hegel's reading of the tragedy of ""Oedipus at Colonus"*

Amir Maziar! , Mohaddaseh Rabbaninia?

1 Assistant Professor of Philosophy of Art, Faculty of Theories and Art Studies, University of Art, Tehran, Iran
2. Master of Philosophy of Art, Faculty of Literature and Foreign Languages, Allameh Tabatabaei University,
Tehran, Iran

Abstract

This article draws on Hegel's description of the tragedy of "Oedipus at Colonus" based on the
text of "Phenomenology of spirit". Because Hegel considers art to be the product of the spirit
of the times and believes it emerges from the culture and ethics of societies, he reflects on the
spirit of Greek society through reading Greek tragedy. The most prominent feature of ancient
Greek society has been the "unity of life" among most philosophers. But Hegel believes that
because this unity was unconsidered and immediate, the Greek ethical life (Sittlichkeit)
collapses. Although Hegel in the phenomenology of spirit makes no direct reference to the
play of Oedip's at Clonus, this article compares the text of phenomenology with the text of the
tragedy of Oedipus at Colonus and reveals that Hegel's understanding of ancient Greek
society is completely intertwined with the aforementioned tragedy.Hegel’s reading of this
tragedy focuses on the confrontation between the roles of woman/man and family/state in
ancient Greek society. These confrontations appear in the characters of Antigone and Ismene
(daughters of Oedipus) against Eteocles and Polynices (sons of Oedipus). While describing
the war between two brothers, Hegel goes on to describe the "war" phenomenon in the
context of the establishment of unity in the society, which is part of Hegel's political
philosophy.
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