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Abstract

Most of state movements towards democracy and development of
communicative technologies have brought humans' need of civil
society advancement and their affecting decision making into focus.
Here, a knowledge of critical skills and analysis of media messages is
of prime importance. This article is to illustrate the role of media
literacy in governance. The method adopted is library research
through electronic data collection. According to the results, one can
mention six different roles for media literacy in governance: first,
creating a well-conscious and active citizenship, which helps people
obtain skills such as critical thinking, problem solving, personal
independence, and social/communicative skills. These can provide
good grounding for participation, conducting campaigns, taking part
in decision makings, and putting pressure on them. The second role is
improving public domain. This is where various social activists can
prove themselves through public gatherings. Media literacy can also
identify citizens' general needs and discuss them publicly. The third
dimension is citizens' rights (political, social and fundamental rights)
that could be requested from the state and hence impact decision
making. The fourth dimension is providing opportunity for inquiring
about things which forces the state to provide answers. The fifth
dimension is that media literacy has significant role in developing
civil society and criticizing governmental behavior and establishing
civil institutions. Finally, media literacy influences the creation of a
critical atmosphere and general dialogs.
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