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Abstract

In recent years and after the expansion of Arbaeen March and Shias' enthusiasm
for participation in it, there has been a trend to some other similar ritual practices as
well. Aside from some intruding heresies that have no root in religious history, the
pilgrimage to Mashad in the form of march is to be considered a more or less ancient
one destined to visiting the shrine of an eminent Imam. Since Iranians comprise a
major portion of Arbaeen March and they are also initiators of the same practice to
Mashad at the end of Safar, a comparison between the two models can offer a
suitable knowledge of Iranian pilgrimage styles. This article has been based on a
qualitative research using participatory observation and deep semi-structured
interviews techniques with both pilgrims and servants in the two rituals. The data in
both were gathered in ¢ 7. The results demonstrate fundamental similarities in the

general pilgrimage models. Meanwhile, some remarkable differences have also been
detected, especially as regards the dominant journey styles, how the pilgrims have
been served, their organization and how the participants have shown their identities
particularly in regard to the existing cultural varieties.
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