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Abstract:

The present study examines the validity of the source in the most
visited news channels of Telegram. The research method is descriptive-
analytical and conducted by content analysis. The statistical population
includes all news posts in Telegram messengers from October 2017 to
March 2018. 5 news channels and 3160 news items were selected Using
stratified sampling method and weeklg Statistics. The findings showed
that some unreliable news channels had a large number of visitors and a
high forwarding rate, despite a Large number of fake news outlets. Also,
the audience of Persian news channels has visited and forwarded fake
news more. Fake news, with an average of more than 97,000 views and
forwarding, has been circulating more than true news. The syndrome of
low-validity of most visited media is a sign of a chronic anomaly in the
Iranian media environment that will have social, economic, cultural and
security effects on society.
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Table 2. Conceptual and operational definition of the categories
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Table 3. Channel or news source name
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Table 4. Type of telegram mail
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Figure 1. Content analysis based on the first source of the news post
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Table 5. Content analysis based on 2 item categories
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Table 6. Comparison of news channels in terms of variables related

to source credibility (percentage)
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Table 7. Statistics of the average visit rate of each telegram post in
the sample news channels

312905 RN
505167 Sgsicke]
168517 O 3 o8
475169 o) o
78165 ol 6155 o>
261661 Egozmo (il

cPLisl s gasy
4P_:_:_b39._¢qu_~
‘(‘°° dlﬁ) ) [y e
\F°°)_g_y



AD

Sl p ji—w
sl bl
&0 sb—el gy
Sr>sLlaJULs,s
s e DL P

bwgio LU Sl (o) 2990 65 sla U (loe alia A Jgoor
L g9,las Como a5 g L3 ool lawgio L woyls cemo a5 (gLl asosl

o oo i el a0 5 e

b b po o0l ,505 (s 3 3L auwgiio Bt 51 (5 3 SBJLL dunnylio A Jgur
&0 lel
Table 8. Comparison of news channels in terms of average visits of
telegram posts related to source credibility
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