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ABSTRACT

Literary Theory and Criticism: An Interdisciplinary Textbook is written by Hossein Payendeh
as a university textbook for master's degree course in Persian language and literature. It was
first published in two volumes in 2018 by SAMT publications. Given the global importance
of interdisciplinary studies in literature in recent decades as well as the need of the same in
Persian literature, the current article makes an attempt to investigate the extent and manner
of the application of interdisciplinary approaches in the aforementioned book. Taking into
account historiographical and critical-analytical approaches, we could obtain a history of the
theory and literary criticism in the West and then in Iran. This topic has also been presented
in the official curriculums of Iranian universities. The form and structure of the book were
studied after explaining the prevalence of the literary criticism discourse in Iran. In the
section on reviewing the content, while enumerating the most important variables of the
book, the relation of topics with the current situation of the theory and literary criticism in
the West and Iran was explained and its contents drew the attention in order to confirm
interdisciplinary studies in Persian literature. Based on the findings of this article, it can be
argued that the publication of Literary Theory and Criticism: An Interdisciplinary Textbook
while preserving the link with literary theories, indicating a break from those theories and
turning attention to interdisciplinary studies in Persian literature. Its publication as an
academic textbook can be considered as a turning point in academic literary studies in Iran.
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INTRODUCTION

Reading Persian texts (whether literary or non-literary) through interdisciplinary
approaches and introducing such approaches along with providing practical
examples to make literature and literary studies applicable and practical hold a
special value, given the importance of literature in Iranian culture. Hossein
Payendeh's book Literary Theory and Criticism: An Interdisciplinary Textbook is
an academic book for courses related to literary theory and criticism at the
postgraduate level. It was published in two volumes by SAMT Organization for
Researching and Composing University textbooks in Humanities in 2018. The
author's focus has been upon introducing and applying interdisciplinarity. Due to
the global importance of interdisciplinary studies in literature in recent decades and
the urgent need for such studies in Persian literature, offering a critical introduction
to the aforementioned book seems necessary.

PURPOSE

Given the global significance of interdisciplinary studies in literature in recent
decades and the need for such studies in Persian literature, our main aim in this
article is to analyze the interdisciplinary aspects of theories and approaches
introduced and the extent the book has taken into account the benefits of this
approach. Another purpose of this article is to study the application of
interdisciplinary approaches in reading Persian literary texts, and examine how
such approaches are taught in Iranian academia. Overall, we try to attract more
attention to educational interrelations among different disciplines of humanities in

Iranian universities.

METHODOLOGY

This article examines interdisciplinary studies in literary theory and criticism in the
West, in Iran, and in the Iranian academic system, using a historical approach.
Then, based on various interdisciplinary approaches in literary studies, the contents
of the book are studied and analyzed.

FINDINGS

A review of the book Literary Theory and Criticism: An Interdisciplinary Textbook
shows that the application of interdisciplinary approaches in this book has resulted
in expanding the meaning of the text, diversity in the analysis of texts, and attention
to domestic issues in introducing Western theories and using them in reading
Persian texts.



The Constitutional movement in the late nineteenth century advocated the
discourse of modernity. It is in this era that various components of our country's
social life are gradually being criticized on the basis of Western models of
modernity. Also, it is in this era that critical approaches to Persian literature are
developed, showing the influence of modern culture. However, it was after the 1979
Islamic revolution that literary criticism, in its proper sense, flourished. Following a
period of relative cultural and social stability in the 1980s and 1990s, books and
articles that are directly related to literary theory and criticism are gradually
published. The discourse on literary criticism has been prevalent in our country
since the late 1990s. During the history of our encounter with literary criticism in
our country, most translations in this field have been done in the first and second
decades of the third millennium, when several successful books and essays in the
field of interdisciplinary studies in Persian literature were published. Until the
2010s, little attention was paid to interdisciplinary studies in Persian literature in
academic curricula. It is in this context that the book Literary Theory and Criticism:
An Interdisciplinary Textbook is published. The first volume contains 545 pages
and is arranged in six chapters: formalism, psychoanalysis, structuralism and
narratology, mythical-archetypal criticism, new historicism, and Lacanian theory.
The second volume has 476 pages and consists of five chapters, namely, the
semiotics of poetry, feminism and gender studies, postmodernism, cultural studies
and semiotics, and reception theory and reader-response criticism.

CONCLUSION

The literary and academic community of Iran shall benefit from books that
systematically explain modern literary theory and criticism, and since few successful
analytical examples in this field are available in Persian, the book Literary Theory
and Criticism: An Interdisciplinary Textbook shall come in handy for all students
and scholars in the field of humanities, because it both expounds critical approaches
to analyzing literary works and offers practical examples in which the author has
applied those approaches to a varied corpus of works in Persian literature, having in
mind the concept of interdisciplinarity.

NOVELTY

In this article, a history of literary theory and criticism in Iran, especially in
academia, is in the spotlight. Meanwhile, the status of interdisciplinary studies in
Persian literature has been studied through the introduction of an academic
textbook.
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