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The Battle of Edessa was one of the most famous a
nd important wars between the two empires of the
East (Sassanid) and the West (Romans) in its time.
Shapur the Great was the second Sassanid emperor to
lead the Sassanid army in battles with the Romans in
successive wars with the Romans. According to some
historians, he had three battles with the Romans; the
third battle took place in 260 AD in Edessa (a region
in Turkey) with Roman emperor Valerian. Because
of such a great victory, Shapur ordered that the scene
of his victory be engraved in several places. Nagsh-e
Rostam is one of the places where the scene of Sha-
pur’s victory in the battle of Edessa and the kneeling
and humiliation of Valerian is shown in a bas relief.
The scene of the victory of Shapur and the humili-
ation of the Roman Emperor, in addition to the re-
liefs, have been depicted as an important historical
event in the following centuries, but in some Western
paintings, this history has been narrated and depict-
ed in different ways. The distortion of the narrative
of Shapur’s victory over Valerian has continued in
Western writers even in later centuries. It is said that
he was constantly ridiculed by the people and after
that, whenever Shapur the Great wanted to ride a
horse, he would put his foot on his neck. After Vale-
rian died in captivity, his skin was stuffed with straw
and shaped into a human body and placed in one of
the temples. Contrary to all narrations and accord-
ing to the inscription that exists in the Kaaba of Zo-
roaster, Shapur the Great captured Valerian and his
companions and servants and benefited from their
knowledge. The truth of this claim can also be found
in the poems of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. This study in-
tends to answer this question: “What is the reason for
the difference in the narration of Shapur’s treatment
of Valerian in this battle in some works of Western
painting?” The result of the study shows that in most
of the Western paintings with this subject, the reason

for Valerian’s humiliation and the feeling of remorse
on his face is attributed to the narrations of the pun-
ishment of the torturers and persecutors of the early
Christians. Some Western historians, because of
their religious bigotry, as well as the Christians who
were persecuted by Emperor Valerian, have consid-
ered his humiliation and Shapur’s mistreatment to
be God’s revenge, and this has led to exaggerations
and distortions of this story. In general, in the relief
of Naghsh-e Rostam, the story of Shapur’s victory in
the battle of Edessa with the capture of Valerian and
his coming to terms with Shapur’s horse is depicted.
Shapur sets his foot on the fallen Valerian while rid-
ing his horse. In most Western paintings, Valerian is
depicted in all scenes, such as the stool of Shapur rid-
ing a horse, with a face that shows a sign of supplica-
tion and humiliation. This research has been done by
descriptive and analytical methods.

Key words
Nagsh-e-Rostam, Sassanids, Battle of Edessa, Shapur
I, Valerian.
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