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One of the important aspects of the visual structure
of Iranian painting is its decorative aspect, which
has taken various forms in different schools and has
been expressed in the Safavid period with the com-
pilation of seven decorative principles of painting by
Ahmad Mousa. These principles include Islimi, Kha-
taie, Farangi, Niloofar, Abr, Waq, Bande Rumi (Greh
Chini). It seems that no research has been done on
the usage of these principles in the painting of Mash-
had School, and since Ibrahim Mirza’s Haft Awrang
is one of the magnificent manuscripts illustrated by
Safavid painters in Mashhad, this study can provide
more information on the characteristics of Mashhad
school. Therefore, the main question of the present
study is how the seven decorative principles of Ira-
nian painting in the Safavid era were used in Ibrahim
Mirza’s Haft Awrang? The aim is a comparative study
of the usage of Seven Decorative Principles of Iranian
Painting in the paintings of Ibrahim Mirza’s Haft Aw-
rang. The method of this research is descriptive-com-
parative and the method of data collection is library.
Findings show that the principles of Khataie and
Niloofar are used by all painters and in all paintings;
in fact Khatai principle has been used to decorate the
components of the painting and in golden, azure, red,
blue, white and black colors. Niloofar principle has
been widely used among Khatai motifs and in vari-
ous colors. This process of using Niloofar Principle
continued during the reign of Shah Abbas Safavid,
but its name was changed to Shah Abbasi flower. Is-
limi Principle is used more in the facade tiles of the
building and it is more of a golden color that is em-
bossed on an azure and black background. Abr Prin-
ciple which is of Chinese origin, is used in half of the
paintings, and in most cases in black and white. Waq

Principle, which is derived from the concept of the

tree of life, is also used in most paintings, and this
shows the adherence to the painting traditions of the
past. While the usage of Farangi Principle is much
less than other principles and is used only in the
works of Sheikh Mohammad and Mirza Ali, and con-
sidering that almost half of the paintings are attribut-
ed to these two painters, it still has a low percentage
of usage. In fact, after a period of decline, at the end
of the Safavid period, Farangi Principle is used again
in abundance and in the form of Farangisazi. Greh
Principle is used in paintings based on the common
architectural style of the Safavid period. In fact, the
painters of Haft Awrang have tried to be faithful to
the decorative tradition of Iranian painting, which in
addition to showing their skills in painting, can also
be considered as a feature of their artwork. In addi-
tion, the different levels of usage of these principles
and the emphasis on decorating many components
of the paintings, can be considered as one of the fea-
tures of Mashhad school book decoration, which of

course needs more researches.

Keywords
Safavid Art, Mashhad School of Book Decoration,
Ibrahim Mirzas Haft Awrang, Seven Decorative

Principles of Painting.
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