Critical Studies in Texts & Programs of Human Sciences,
Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Monthly Journal, Vol. 21, No. 4, Summer 2021, 85-111
Doi: 10.30465/CRTLS.2021.34210.2087

Identification of Institutional Barriers to Regional
Entrepreneurship Development

(A Critical Approach to Historical System of Entrepreneurship
Development Policy Making)

Bahman Khodapanah’, Mohammad Ali Moradi”~
Hamid Padash***, Kamal Sakhdari™™

Abstract

Entrepreneurship transforms the challenges of regions into opportunities such as increasing
employment and income rates, reducing crimes caused by unemployment and poverty.
Clearly, entrepreneurship development is not possible without efficient institutions that
respond creatively and entrepreneurially to local and regional issues and challenges. Hence,
the purpose of the present study is to identify the institutional barriers to entrepreneurship
development in Iran from a historical perspective before the Islamic Revolution of 1979.
Therefore, 12 sources related to Iran's underdevelopment have been selected and were
analyzed by using the theme analysis strategy and Atlas T software in two stages of open
and axial coding. According to the results, the main root of entrepreneurship
underdevelopment in Iran should be examined in the course of history, and the unfavorable
business environment at the present time is not the only reason for the lack of
entrepreneurship development in Iran . The most important institutional barriers identified
in the studied texts can be classified into 6 main categories: administrative barriers,

« PhD Candidate, Faculty of entrepreneurship, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran, khodapanah@ut.ac.ir.

« Associate Professor Faculty of entrepreneurship, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding
Author), mmoradi@ut.ac.ir.

« Assistant Prof. Faculty of entrepreneurship, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran, padash@ut.ac.ir.

« Assistant Prof. Faculty of entrepreneurship, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran, kasakhdari@ut.ac.ir.
Date received: 03/01/2021, Date of acceptance: 03/04/2021

Copyright © 2010, IHCS (Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies). This is an Open Access article.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. To view a copy of
this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, PO Box
1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA.



Wee 5 ple S)lad wSugums Jlo o S ogle (cladoly 5 pto (2l doli ying N

economic barriers, social and cultural barriers, legal and regulatory barriers, political
barriers, personal and cognitive barriers, which are part of these barriers (administrative,
economic, legal-regulatory, political) in the category of formal institutions and another part
(socio-cultural and cognitive-personal) in the category of informal institutions.

Keywords: Entrepreneurship Development Policy Making, Regional Entrepreneurship,
Institutional Barriers, Historical Approach
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