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Abstract

The scientific exegesis of Quran is one of the longstanding topics that have been introduced
in history of Quranic exegesis and exegetic methods. In addition to the given development
trend, analysis on various comments and attitudes from scientific exegesis of Holy Quran
has been deemed important in different eras, especially at present age. Inter alia, Tantawi
has become salient more than any other Quranic exegetes and Al-Jawahir more well-known
than any other exegesis in the field of studies on scientific interpretation of the Holy Quran.
The scientific approach taken by the author of Al-Jawahir for interpretation of Quranic
verses at that time has made this book as a comprehensive work that draws the attention of
people. However, this dimension gradually diminished and went out of sight. Thus,
scholars have never studied this book really and they did not properly clarify its position
among other Quranic exegeses. The current study aims to analyze the so-called scientific
exegesis of Tantawi Jawhari by Mohammad Abduh that has sometimes highly drawn
attention and been referred to by the scientific conventions. Tantawi argued that it was not
possible to perceive Holy Quran regardless utilization from modern knowledge. Some
scientists have praised Tantawi while others criticized him and even assumed him as a
fantastic person. Tantawi employed modern science topics perception of Quran by all
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methods and tried to compare and expose many scientific theories and subjects to Quranic
verses and he has interpreted it by subjective exegesis. He did not avoid from redundancy
in dealing with scientific topics and resorted to modern sciences when intended to perceive
purpose of scientific verses in Holy Quran and he believed in absolute assumption of
knowledge and interpreted Holy Quran from the beginning to the end by scientific
approach.

However, as one of scholars in intellectual religious revival and rational doctrine in the
Islamic world, Mohammad Abduh has justified utilization from scientific findings in
interpretation of Quran in his Quranic exegesis and the exegesis of Tantawi was deemed as
the first interpretation of Holy Quran that exceeded from imitative methods of previous
exegeses at his own age. He did not pass through each of verses of Holy Quran unless he
extracted a scientific point regarding remedy of various social diseases there. By
presentation of several reasons and various and repeated examples he intends to convince
his audiences that Holy Quran is a book for humans in yesterday, today and tomorrow.
Therefore, he interacted with Quran by taking such an approach and could propose what
that would meet various human needs within the framework of scientific teachings of
Quran to our generation and it can be implied that he welcomed scientific method in his
exegesis and tried to interpret Quran based on requirements of modern world and to avoid
from traditional method in this trend and to present Quranic exegesis based on rational
bases, but he strongly opposed to hermeneutics of Quranic verses but he never entered his
own attitude and viewpoint in this interpretation while he sought for prosperity of
community with reliance on lexical and rational topics. Overall, Abduh assumes Holy
Quran as divine guidance book and not book of history, science, nature, astronomy and
cosmology etc. As a result, we could not consider Abduh as one of extremists in scientific
exegesis of Quran; although, some of researchers tried to address him as radical adherents
and supporters of scientific exegesis based on some exegetic comments of Abduh and they
assumed such an approach as consequences of his reformist movement, but most of his
exegetic views are free from exaggerated use of modern scientific findings and only by
expression of few cases they could not be extended to all of his works and at the same time
Tantawi’s exegesis is not a pure scientific interpretation of Holy Quran as what some
people may assume though he may exaggerate concerning scientific verses in Quran. This
study was conducted using descriptive-analytical method.

Keywords: Holy Quran, Comprehensiveness of the Quran, Scientific Interpretation,
Tantawi Jawhari, Mohammad Abduh.
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- Daneshgar, Majid (2017), tantawl Jawhari and the Quran.Tafsir and social
Concerns in the Twentieth Century.
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- Daneshgar, Majid (2015), An Approach to Science in the Quran, Oriente
Moderno 95/1-2 pp. 32-66.

————————— (2013) , Behind the Scenes: A Review of Western Figures’ Supportive
Comments Regarding the Quran, al-Bayan Journal of Quran and Hadith Studies
11/2, pp. 131-153.
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