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Brilliant Work in Recognizing and Determin-
ing Khayyam»s Original Quatrains

Salman Saket

Assistant Professor of Persian Language and
Literature, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad

Abstract: The book of Khayyamys quatrains
and Persian Khayyamans is the last work

that has been published about measuring and
evaluating Khayyamys quatrains and recogniz-
ing his original quatrains and separating them
from the quatrains attributed to him. In this
book, after introducing and criticizing various
criteria that Iranian and foreign scholars have
used in the last one hundred and twenty years
to identify Khayyamps original quatrains, new
and innovative methods have been presented.
This method is based on three methods of
identifying and evaluating ancient sources and
paying attention to the principle of repetition
and frequency, refining Khayyams quatrains
from the quatrains of other poets attributed to
him, and the principle of observing the four
rhymes in composing a quatrain in Khayyam>s
time. In the following, based on these three
criteria, 20 original quatrains of Khayyam have
been identified and introduced. Also, the 49
quatrains that are most likely to be attributed
to Khayyam have been included in the category
of «probable quatrains» and finally it has been
shown that the attribution of 51 quatrains,
some of which are very famous and have always
been considered as Khayyamvs indisputable
quatrains, are rejected or at least considered as
suspicious. This valuable work, which is the re-
sult of three decades of focused and continuous
research by Ali Mir Afzali, is briefly introduced
in this article.

Keywords: Khayyamology, Quartet Research,
Khayyam Original Quartets, Khayyamian
Quartets.
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