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Abstract

The present research attempts to conduct a comparative study on the limits
of using habit in moral education in accordance with the contemporary
approaches including character education (based on the ideas of Plato and
Aristotle), cognitive education (based on the ideas of Piaget) and value
clarification (based on the ideas of Raths) and criticize them based on the
theory of human as agent. Habit, which is based on repetition, has a special
status in the character education approach and it is absolutely essential to
be used, on the contrary, the cognitive approach is explicitly opposed to
this method. The value clarification approach also does not consider a
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position or status for it. In the theory of human as agent, habit is introduced
as a pseudo-education, which is separated from education due to lack of
some components like clarification, criterion, internal motivation and
criticism. In fact, the theory of human as agent deems the use of habit
acceptable only during childhood and believes habit must be used in
adulthood only when accompanied by thought and reason. The main
weakness of character education approach is lack of paying due attention
to cognitive basis. The cognitive approach is the opposite of character
education since this approach focuses entirely on cognitive basis and
neglects other aspects. In value clarification approach, there is an extreme
emphasis on cognition, justification and persuasion and there is no
distinction between individual desires and moral values. The reason behind
this is that values are mental and subjective. Nevertheless, if the existing
approaches get more inclined towards the theory of human as agent,
consider the habitual action based on cognitive, motivational and volitional
principles and take all basics of action into consideration, each approach
alone can be used for educational purposes and no one denies or limits the
other.
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