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Abstract

There is a narration in Sunni Hadith sources according to which Imam Ali
(AS) said to a storyteller who was not aware of the science of Nasikh
(abrogating) and Mansizkh (abrogated): “You perished, you perished!” This
narration has been considered as one of the narrative justifications of those
who believe in the occurrence of abrogation in the Qur’an. They emphasized
the importance and high position of this science in Qur’anic sciences and
proved the widespread abrogation in the Qur’an. This research pursues the
origin of this narrative in the first century AH. Based on the method of sanad-
text analysis and identifying the common link, the key persons who narrated
and distributed it are identified in different hadith collections and then, relying
on Sunni hadith sources, their authenticity and effective ways in transmitting
it are analyzed. Findings show that likely Egypt was the origin of this hadith.
Additionally, it is muztarib (confused) in the content, and in terms of sanad,
the way in which the narration is transmitted in Iraq is not an authentic way
for Sunnis. Therefore, this narration cannot be considered as a solid basis for
proving the vital importance of the abrogating and abrogated and its
widespread occurrence in the Holy Qur’an.

Keywords: Abrogation, the Qur’an, Imam Ali (AS), Sanad-Text Analysis,
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