Journal of Comparative Theology

E-ISSN: 2322-3421

Document Type: Research Paper

Vol. 11, Issue 2, No.24, Autumn & Winter 2020-2021pp.17-20

Received: 23/01/2020  Accepted: 28/09/2020
https://ui.ac.ir/en

Philosophical Interpretations between Reading Borhan (Logical Reasoning) and Tawil throughthe
Books of Ibn Sina, Sohrewardi, and Mulla Sadra)

Abdollah Mirahmadi*
*Corresponding author: Assistance Professor, Department of Quran Sciences and Hadith, Kharazmi University,
Tehran, Iran

mirahmadi_a@khu.ac.ir

Abstract

Classifying the interpretations of the Quran in a methodical and comprehensive model system is one of
the most important areas of interpretive research. Some commentators have placed interpretive methods in
two general categories: 1) The narrative method in which interpretive sources include both Quranic and
narrative pieces of evidence; and 2) The theoretical methodin which an opinion or ijtihad has a general
meaning that includes any theoretical activity and scientific effort in understanding the verses.

In general, the theoretical interpretive method is classified into several branches such as the Quranic
theory (based on the method of interpreting the Quran into the Quran), the narrative theory (based on the
method of interpreting the Quran into narrations), literary theory (based on literary analyses in the text of the
Quran), the interpretive theory (based on Tawils, allusions, and mysteries of verses), and the comprehensive
theory (based on theoretical analysis with a comprehensive view of interpretive sources including the Quran
and authentic hadith, argumentative reasoning, and scientific experiences). According to this classification,
philosophical interpretation is one of the interpretive trends based on the theoretical method that some
commentators use it in explaining the verses of the Quran. In other words, philosophical interpretation as an
interpretive tendency is usually used only in the interpretation of verses related to philosophical topics, not
all verses. In this regard, relying on general philosophical principles and using rational arguments are the
most important features of philosophical interpretations.

Studying various philosophical thoughts reveals that lbn Sina was the first philosopher who presented
philosophical interpretations on a variety of verses and chapters of the Holy Quran in the true sense of the
word. Then, Sohrewardi explained the verses of the Quran with a tasteful and enlightening approach in order
to be flexible for the peripatetic philosophical reasons. Then, Mulla Sadra has taken the most important step
towards designing and promoting philosophical interpretation.
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By separating the rules of the method of theoretical rational interpretation from the method of
argumentative reasoning interpretation, a precise criterion can be provided in evaluating the interpretive
works of Ibn Sina, Sohrewardi, and Mulla Sadra. In some cases, using general philosophical principles and
definite and obvious arguments, they have explained the deep meanings of the verses and extracted the main
purposes of the Quran. This kind of explanation of divine verses is considered as a kind of interpretation
because it is based on correct rules and valid sources of interpretation and no philosophical views are
imposed on the Quran. Among these, the literary theoretical method, narrative theory, empirical theory, and
philosophical theory are the most important types of interpretive methods that Ibn Sina, Sohrewardi, and
Mulla Sadra have used in explaining the verses. In these cases, the attention of these philosophers, after
loyalty to the appearance of verses and interpretive criteria, is to elaborate and justify the meanings of the
verse through philosophical concepts, principles, and rules. On the other hand, in explaining some verses of
the Quran, regardless of the correct rules of interpretation, such as adhering to the appearance of verses, the
discourse and context of the word, the principle of Mohkamat (indisputable verses) to clarify Motashabehat
(similar verses) and other cases, they applied and imposed their philosophical principles and views on verses.
Such interpretations, which are often of the Tawil type, are considered as opinions based on personal taste
without paying attention to the correct rules of interpretations such as adhering to the appearance of verses
and paying attention to the discourse and context.

Keywords: Ibn Sina, Sohrewardi, Mulla Sadra, Philosophical Interpretation, Argumentative Reasoning
Method, Comparative Tawil Method.
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