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Background: Heidegger says in a famous statement: “language is the house of being”. This statement is
perhaps the best phrase that explains the connection between man and language. Humans are what
they are because they use language, because they inhabit language; language is their space, which is also
their place. The linguistic orientation of the concept of space and its dependence on linguistic structures,
its application and perception as a key concept in branches of knowledge such as urban planning and
architecture, has sometimes been misunderstood. The connection between the two themes of space and
language has made these two basic concepts in the knowledge and interpretation of cities, and it is
basically impossible to understand one without the other.

Objectives: The present article has been compiled with objectives such as rooting out the fields of
perception in various theories of space and also defining language as the main element in the process of
perception and experience of space.

Methodology: The studies conducted in this article are based on a method consisting of two models of
“critical discourse analysis" and "hermeneutic phenomenology". This article has criticized a dominant
definition of the concept of space in urban planning; a definition that considers space as a completely
physical thing. In another part of the study, the roots of the concept of space in the structure of language
have been studied by the method of hermeneutic phenomenology.

Results: It seems that the inseparable and intertwined structure identified in the essence of each of the
two concepts of space and language, requires the emergence and application of a neo-concept called "the
space of language". In this neo-concept, the space and interpretations expressed about it (which is the
result of human lived experience in different human settlements, especially cities) are strongly
dependent on language, thought, culture, identity, lifestyle, meanings, semiotics and common
interactions in different languages.

Conclusion: The traditional definition of space as a set of physical elements that are specially arranged
together is not commensurate with the nature of the living space. Space, as a field of communication
whose material and immaterial elements must each carry a wide and complex meaning, can only be
defined in the context of language, which has a completely corresponding nature to space and is also
meaningful. So space actually derives its existence from the world of language. Language is not a tool for
understanding space, but space itself.

Highlights:

The space of language, explains the total dependence of the concept of space on language; creating responsive spaces in
the city is not possible unless there is an accurate understanding of the concept of space. Linguistic analysis of space is a
way to apply spatial knowledge to create desirable areas of citizens' lives. An arena that also reproduces space based on
the lived experience of citizens.
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