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Background: Since the arrival of the concept of self-organization from the domain of the
complex systems to the field of urban studies, this topic has attracted many scholars. Various
researchers have come up with it from two different approaches including the socio-spatial self-
organizing and community-based urban self-organization. Studies showed that the concept of
the urban self-organization can help planners to improve not only the unexpected spatial-social
events in cities and the inadequate implementation of the anticipated plans and programs, but
also the inefficiencies in the existing collaborative processes. Trying to apply the concept of the
urban self-organization in the planning and management of the cities requires a detailed
understanding of this concept and its various aspects.

Objectives: the purpose of the present study was to identify the dimensions and components of
this concept and to achieve a comprehensive understanding of it.

Method: In this research, the meta-synthesis has been used to study the concept of the urban
self-organization and to explain its dimensions and components. The research population
consisted of all Persian and English scientific articles published in the field of the urban self-
organization, without temporal and spatial constraints. The final sources were coded using the
MAXQDA 10 software with a focus on the research question, aiming at a comprehensive
understanding of the concept of the urban self-organization and explaining its various
dimensions.

Result: During the data extraction process, 108 codes were identified and then they were
grouped into five categories according to the similarity of concepts, i.e., "fields and factors”,
"supporting theories", "properties”, "scope of use" and "measure". It was tried to explain each of
the mentioned categories based on the type of the view, respectively.

Conclusion: In order to take advantage of these capacities, it is necessary to establish and
envisage the legal frameworks based on the citizens' collective initiatives. Transparency of the
information related to the urban planning and sharing this information with the local residents
through the use of the information technology and through the launch of the online sites and
software are other measures that could support and accelerate these processes. Also, identifying
the structural forces of each neighborhood, whether individual or local, and facilitating the
exchange of information between the government and the citizen, are among the issues that
should be addressed. In addition, upgrading the social capital in the neighborhoods can increase
the likelihood of the urban self-organization processes at the neighborhood level.

Highlights:

Investigating the dimensions and components of the concept of the urban self-organization as
the categories of "fields and factors", "supporting theories", "properties”, "scope of use" and
"measure" for the first time and trying to access a comprehensive understanding of this concept.
Presenting the applied and scientific suggestions on the urban self-organization in accordance

with the results obtained in the particular research.
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