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Abstract

Futurology, as a new and influential field of knowledge in decision making, is
distinguished from public policymaking and strategic sciences. Therefore, precise
documentation of the researches in this field is in need of clear criteria to be
considered in this research as much as possible. This research is intended to identify
the main components of the quality of futurology researches in order to provide a
reliable framework for the assessment of the quality of futures studies. Having
performed documentary studies and research background regarding this field, ten
actual experts and activists in the field of futurology were interviewed. In the first
step, after interviewing 10 qualified individuals and analyzing the interviews
through thematic analysis, 135 basic themes were identified, from which ten
organizing themes were derived. In the second step of the research, using
interpretive structural modeling (ISM), using MATLAB software, the position,
importance, effectiveness (influence) and effectiveness (dependence) of the
extracted elements were classified in five levels. Employing and networking of the
experts composed the most influential components. Creating and prescribing
alternative futures, establishing intersubjective knowledge, participation and
satisfaction of the stakeholders were the least influential components.
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