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Problems of Women's Pilgrimage (Case study: Karbala
Pilgrimage in the Second Period of Qajar Era)

Shahla Bakhtiyari'
Mozhgan Salaei*

Abstract: Religious travels has been interesting for Iranians. During the Qajar era,
travels increased and women were present in them. Such travels was difficult, and
everyone was accompanied by others, however women’s problems were more than the
problem of others. Such problems were partly due to their physical characteristics or travel
conditions. The present study using descriptive-analytical approach and qualitative method
and using documents and library resources reveals the problems of women’s pilgrimage to
Karbala in the second period of Qajar era.

Research results show that problems at the first level were due to climatic conditions,
transportation and security issues, which can be considered as obvious problems of travel.
Meanwhile the second level of problems included: diseases, death and lack of a
gynecologist and also health issues like the impossibility of bathing, family issues,
temporary marriage and unwanted pregnancies.

Keywords: Pilgrimage, religious travel, women, Karbala, Qajar, travel problems
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- Burrel, R. M. “The 1904 Epidemic of cholera in Parsia: some Aspects of Qajar society”, pp.18-
22 (stable url: http/Amww.jstor.org).






