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This research has been done with the aim of designing a sustainable livelihood model with the coopera-
tive village approach using the grounded theory method. The present study is a qualitative research.
The study sample includes 30 experts, managers and experts in the field of cooperation throughout the
country who were purposefully selected. Field observations and in-depth interviews in the form of focus
groups were used to collect data. The results were extracted from the research data in the coding pro-
cess (open, axial and selective) in the form of concepts, subcategories and categories using MAXqda12

Key words: software. The paradigm model includes conditions (causal, contextual, and intervening), strategy, and
Sustainable © outcome. Research findings indicate that climate vulnerability, social vulnerability and economic vulner-
livelihood, Village- ability were identified as causal conditions; trends, government support and infrastructure strengthen-
cooperation, © ing were identified as background conditions; and financing, market development, market control, and
human geography, :  government support as intervening conditions affecting the creation of sustainable livelihoods with the
Livelihood capital, rural cooperative approach. The results show that coping strategies and compromise strategies as strate-
Sustainable liveli- : gies for achieving sustainable livelihoods have consequences such as cooperatives, sustainable develop-
hood framework ment, productivity, employment, strengthening social capital and smart agriculture.
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Extended Abstract terns that fit into the needs of today's rural community.

The sustainable livelihoods approach included the frame-

1. Introduction work and tools for understanding and responding to the

challenges of rural livelihoods in the late 1990s with the

chieving sustainable rural develop- aim of improving living conditions and contributing to al-

ment requires a transition from tradi- leviating poverty from rural communities. Factors such

tional patterns to sustainable living pat- as urbanization and industrialization processes have led
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to vast changes in rural areas. Along with these changes,
climate change, the restructuring of agriculture and unem-
ployment have affected their livelihoods. Human geogra-
phy focuses on relations of human activities, especially as
processes and social, economic, and political relations are
formed. Considering this definition and the pivotal role of
humans in society and the fact that social capital can be
defined as one of the most important factors affecting the
performance of cooperatives, the higher the social cohe-
sion of the cooperative members, the higher the success
of cooperatives will be.

The study of the rural situation in Iran shows that the
median income distance between the cities and villages
in the last 15 years has gone up by more than 90 percent.
Also, according to the results of the labor survey project
in 2019, the unemployment rate of over 15 years in rural
areas hit 6.3 percent. According to statistics and figures,
one of the inevitable approaches to the development of
rural areas and prevention of rural poverty is to pay atten-
tion to the subsistence status of rural households. Consid-
ering that the cooperation-village has new concepts and
benefits, such as more flexibility, and low levels of capital
demand, diversity of activity in the country is expected.
Hence, this project can be considered as a good example
to achieve the mentioned goals.

2. Methodology

This research is qualitative research. In order to achieve
the purpose of the research, theoretical and grounded the-
ory have been used. The statistical population consisted
of 32 experts and provincial managers of the Ministry of
Cooperation, Work and Social Welfare of Iran who were
selected purposefully and studied. In this study, in addi-
tion to the use of deep interviews (focus groups) to collect
data, direct observation and group discussions, as well as
the survey of library and internet documents were used
as supplementary methods. In this research, according to
Strauss and Corbin’s coding paradigm, qualitative data
analysis was carried out in line with grounded theory in
the form of 3 stages including open coding, main coding
and optional coding using MAXQDA 18 software.

3. Results

In order to analyze the data using the Colaizzi's method,
all recorded conversations were converted into written
texts. In the open coding stage, more than 249 concepts
and meaningful propositions were extracted; in the main
coding, 77 concepts from the 249 meaningful proposi-
tions were extracted, and in the optional coding, five main
topics, namely, excellent conditions, background condi-
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tions, intervention factors, strategies and consequences of
sustainable livelihoods were obtained. Finally, the results
of the interviews were presented as a final model.

4. Discussion

Excellent conditions affecting sustainable livelihoods
pattern with cooperation-village approach have four sub-
categories, including: 1. Seasonal terms 2. Social shock,
3. Climatic crises, and 4. Economic shock. Contextual
conditions affecting sustainable livelihoods pattern with
cooperation-village approach have three sub — categories
including: 1. Trends 2. Infrastructure enhancement, and
3. Government support. The interfering conditions have
three subcategories: 1. Providing financial resources, 2.
Market development, and 3. Controlling the market. Ef-
fective strategies affecting sustainable livelihoods pattern
with cooperation-village approach have two subcatego-
ries: 1. Compromise strategies, and 2. Coping strategies.
The effective consequences on the sustainable livelihoods
pattern with the cooperation-village approach have six
subcategories: 1. Establishing cooperatives in the village,
2. Sustainable development, 3. Efficiency, 4. Sustainable
employment 5. Smart farming, and 6. Strengthening so-
cial capital.

5. Conclusion

Based on the results of this study, the social dimension
plays an effective role in sustainable rural livelihoods. Ac-
cordingly, research hypotheses can be expressed as fol-
lows:

Hypothesis 1: Coping with climate crisis and socio-eco-
nomic shock will lead to sustainable livelihoods.

Hypothesis 2: Developing sustainable livelihoods re-
quires the adoption of compromise and coping strategies
(supply and development cooperatives).

Hypothesis 3: Trends and government support affect ef-
fective strategies on sustainable livelihoods.

Hypothesis 4: The financial factor affects effective strat-
egies on sustainable livelihoods.

Hypothesis 5: Sustainable livelihood causes sustainable

employment, strengthening of social capital and produc-
tivity.
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