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Abstract

Development in terms of affirming the world of politics in Iran society
after the Islamic Revolution is the most important concern of researchers.
The current study investigated the effect of social capital on the social and
political development of Iran after Islamic Revolution with an emphasis
on the academic community of Tehran city. The statistical population of
this research included the university community of Tehran. The sample
volume was determined 384 individuals using Cochran sampling formula
having 95% confidence level; however, considering the desire of the
supervisor, 600 individuals were selected to this end using the simple
random sampling method. To test the research model, a standardized
social capital questionnaire (Nahapiet & Ghoshal, 1998) and a
researcher-made questionnaire of the role of social capital in social-
political development were utilized in administering the survey of the
current research. The results obtained from testing hypotheses indicated
that there was a correlation between social-political development and
various dimensions of social capital among the academic community of
Tehran city. In the case of ranking the correlation between social capital
dimensions and social-political development, it could be stated that the
highest correlation (r=0.621) was between the cognitive dimension of
social capital (cooperation and values); further rankings included
respectively, structural dimension (networks and relations) (r=0.509),
and communicational dimension (mutual understanding, confidence, and
commitment) (r=0.476). Considering the results, it could be mentioned
that social capital had a determining role in the social and political
development of Iran after Islamic Revolutionary.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Social capital is one of the prominent concepts
in social sciences whose existence origin dates
back to the second half of the 20" century. The
concept of social capital was firstly mentioned
before 1916 and in a Hanifan article from
West Virginia University. Therefore, the
current study sought to investigate the effect of
social capital on the social and political
development  of Iran  after  Islamic
Revolutionary with an emphasis on the
academic community of Tehran city. Overall,
social capital can be considered as the main
substructure  and  intrigue  for  the
modernization process. Considering the
transitional conditions of Iran society and the
necessity of holistic planning for achieving
sustainable development, it is required to have
a precise cognition of the amount and kind of
social capital and the use of factors leading to
the increase of this social variable.
Accordingly, the issue of "development” was
the main concern of the researcher in terms of
affirming the world of politics in Iran society
after the Islamic Revolution. Therefore, it is
sought to investigate the issue of accumulating
"social capital” as one of the most important
affecting components and criteria as well as
the efficiency in the development of social-
political life of Iranian people after the Islamic
Revolution.

Methodology of the Study

The studied place of the current study included
the academic community of Tehran like
professors and students at various levels. In
terms of the qualitative part, this research
included three recent decades and in terms of
the quantitative part, it was restricted to 2017-
2018 years due to using a questionnaire. The
statistical population of this study included
academic communities of Tehran city.
Considering the number of the statistical
population in this research, which was almost
500 individuals, the sample volume was
determined to include 384 individuals using
the Cochran sampling formula having a 95%
confidence level. However, considering the
desire of the supervisor, this number increased
to 600 individuals so that the investigation
level could be expanded and better quality
could be obtained. Since the population of this
study included the academic community of
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Tehran city, and their number was relatively
high, also it was not possible to have access to
them and send the questionnaire for all, the
required sample had been selected among this
community using a simple random sampling
method. communicational, and cognitive,
which investigates three subscales of
networks, confidence, cooperation, mutual
understanding, relationships, values, and
commitment; this has been regulated in 28
items based on five-point Likert scale
(5=strongly agree, 4=agree, 3=no idea,
2=disagree, 1= strongly disagree). The
validity and reliability of Cronbach Alpha
were 0.93 in this questionnaire.

Findings

To assess the normality of the main variables
of the study, the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test was
utilized. The results of the Kolmogorov-
Smirnov test for each of the research variables
have been presented. As the results show, the
significance level of research variables was
more than 0.05; therefore, it could be stated
with 95% confidence that the distribution of
research variables was normal. Thus, the
parametric test was utilized for investigating
research hypotheses.

"There is a significant relationship between
political development and the structural
dimension of social capital among the
academic community of Tehran city".
Considering the findings, it could be observed
that in the correlation test, the significance
level was 0.000 between the political
development variable and the structural
dimension of social capital; this value was less
than 0.01 (the error value of the research
equaled 0.01), therefore, the null hypothesis
was rejected and it could be stated with 99%
confidentiality that there was a significant
relationship  between  two  variables.
Considering the positive amount of correlation
coefficient (r=0.509), it could be stated that
there was a positive correlation between the
two variables and the relationship between the
two variables was direct. In other words, as
one variable increased, the other variable
increased as well. Therefore, it could be stated
that there was a significant and direct
relationship between political development
and the structural dimension of social capital
among the academic community of Tehran
city.
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"There is a significant relationship between
political development and cognitive dimension
of social capital among the academic
community of Tehran city".

Considering the findings, it could be observed
that in the correlation test, the significance
level was 0.000 between the political
development variable and cognitive dimension
of social capital; this value was less than 0.01
(the error value of the research equaled 0.01),
therefore, the null hypothesis was rejected and
it could be stated with 99% confidentiality that
there was a significant relationship between
two variables. Considering the positive
amount of correlation coefficient (r=0.621), it
could be stated that there was a positive
correlation between the two variables and the
relationship between the two variables was
direct. In other words, as one variable
increased, the other variable increased as
well. Therefore, it could be stated that there
was a significant and direct relationship
between political development and the
cognitive dimension of social capital among
the academic community of Tehran city.
Considering the table, it is observed that in the
correlation test, the significance level was
0.000 between the political development
variable and the communicational dimension
of social capital; this value was less than 0.01
(the error value of the research equaled 0.01),
therefore, the null hypothesis was rejected and
it could be stated with 99% confidentiality that
there was a significant relationship between
two variables. Considering the positive
amount of correlation coefficient (r=0.476), it
could be stated that there was a positive
correlation between the two variables and the
relationship between the two variables was
direct. In other words, as one variable
increased, the other variable increased as
well. Therefore, it could be stated that there
was a significant and direct relationship
between political development and the
communicational dimension of social capital
among the academic community of Tehran
city. “The right to vote and participate in
general elections and communities is affected
by social capital”.

Accordingly, as it is observed in Table 5,
Durbin-Watson statistics (1.609) was in the
range of 1.5-2.5; therefore, the hypothesis
stating that there is no correlation between
error, was rejected, thus, a regression could
be used. The determination coefficient was
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0.423 stating that 42.3% of the changes of the
dependent variable (the right to vote and
participate in  general elections and
communities) could be explained through the
independent variable (social capital).

Conclusion

As the results obtained from testing hypotheses
indicated, there was a correlation between
social and political development as the
dependent variable of this study and various
dimensions of social capital among academic
communities of Tehran. In the case of ranking
social capital dimensions and social-political
development, it could be mentioned that the
highest correlation (r=0.621) was between the
cognitive  dimension of social capital
(cooperation and values) and further rankings
included respectively structural dimension
(networks and relations) (r=0.509), and
communicational dimension (mutual
understanding, confidence, and commitment)
(r=0.476). in other words, as the respondents’
social network scope increased, people trusted
each other more and their commitment toward
doing works increased the occurrence
possibility of social and political development
in the society. The correlation between these
two variables shows that in countries having
social and political development, the level of
social capital is high. The results of the
current study were in line with the findings of
Klein and Lowry (2012). They concluded that
various forms of social capital and social-
economic bases had a significant effect on the
political participation of youth in Belgium.
Regarding the explanation of the correlation
between political development and social
capital, it could be stated that these findings
were in line with the results obtained from Mc
Wee and Walows (2005) study. They deduced
that reducing the amount of voting among New
Zealand citizens showed the reduced amount
of political participation of this country’s
citizens. These authors mentioned that
political participation and other forms of civic
participation such as membership in
committees resulted from the total concept of
social capital.

Investigating the findings obtained from this
research indicated that social capital variable
could affect and explain the right to vote,
participation in general elections and
communities 0.423%, the right for political
activities and membership in political groups
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0.358%, intervention in making big decisions,
and structural changes 0.578%, political
protests 0.54% and political participation
0.169%. the comparison of various dimensions
of social and political development as well as
the effect of social capital discussed in this
research showed that social capital, as the
studied independent variable, had the highest
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effect (Beta=0.735) on political protests and
the right to vote and participate in elections
and communities (Beta=0.651), intervention in
making big decisions and social changes
(Beta=0.578), political participation
(Beta=0.413) had the following rankings.
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