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Muhammad ibn Muhammad Mufid al-Qum (b. as 1049 /ap 1640 ), known in
the historiography as Qad1 Sa‘ld Qummt is one of the famous thinkers of the
Isfahan Philosophical School (corban, 1384, 36) (zadhoosh, 1391,37-40) most
reckoned as a theologian & gnostic, but seems that precise study on his
philosophical thoughts according to his texts has been neglected as seems
his biography to be rather obscured either (Roudati,1386,9-18).
Philosophacal aspects of his thoughts, particularly basic philosophical terms
of his texts has not been discussed yet; his thought on essentialism known
as ontological primacy of essence (the doctrine of asalat al-mahiyya) (Rizvi,
2007,183) & his critique & rejection to the theory of priority of existence (the
doctrine of asalat al-wujud) & substantial motion of famous safavid
philosopher, Mulla Sadra Shirazi (d. ax 1045 /ap 1635 ) has not been the
subject of a serious comparative study. So it is of the most significance to
recognize what the terms such as existence (wujid) & quiddity (mahiyya)
mean according to his basic texts. What I propose to do in this paper is to
present the perception of quiddity (mahiyya) in the thought of Qadi Sa‘id
Qumml. Since he is ascribed to prepatetic pﬁilosophy & has been familiar to
Iluimination philosophy of suhrawardi, we shall have a interpretion on Qadt
Sa‘id’s words with regard to their discussions.

In islamic Philosophical tradition, at least two perceptions & definitions
of quiddity (mahi ya?can be traced; quiddity in general (al mahiya bil ma‘na
al a‘am) & quiddity as whatness-what is said to answer the question of
whatness (al mahiya bil ma‘na al ‘akhas); these two perceptions -between
philosophers prior to Qadt Sa‘id- is discussed & specified by Mulla Sadra
Shirazi (Mulla Sadra Shirazi,1981,v2,2-3) & his followers, pointed by
Suhrawardi (Suhrawardi, 1380a,362;398-399) but are not so distinct in
Avicenna’s arguments; Avicenna describes quiddity (mahiyya) as ‘what by
which it is what it is’ or essence (zZat) or reality (haghighah) (Ibn
sina,1405,28-29) also he describes quiddity as whatness-what is said to
answer the question of whatness- or definition (had) (Ibn sina,1405,37;52)
but ephasizes that if what we suppose it as quiddity (as what is said to answer
the question of whatness) is not identical to what by which it is what it is, it
would not be quiddity (mahiyya) (Ibn sina,1404,245) so the relation of these
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two perceptions seems to be as name (definition) & essence that in both
states (mind & external being) need to accidence of existence (wiijad) to be
existent, whereas in Mulla Sadra Shiraz1’s supposition, quiddity in general is
identical to existence (wujud) & in second perception,quiddities are
supposed mental posited (‘tebari) notions (Mulla Sadra Shirazi,1981,v2,2-3).

Qadi Sa‘id defines quiddity (mahiyya) as 'what by which it is what it
is’(Qummi,1381,126-127) & as essense (Zat) & base (asl) (Qummi,1381,159)
that is what is called specific existence of every beings (al wijad al khas)
(Qummi,1379,280-281) that is conceived by intuition as the same way that

the cause surrounds & intellects his effect (Qummi,1377,v2,137). According

to such descriptions, quiddities seems to be all real external beings & such a
proposition may accord with quiddity in general (al mahiya bil ma‘na al
a‘am) in Mulla Sadra Shirazi’s words & quiddity (mahiyya) in Suhrawardi’s
& Avicenna’s; but he does not discuss of second perception of quiddity (al
mahiya bil ma‘na al ‘akhas) as a abstractional or mentally posite(j1 meanings.
Detailed & precise study on Qadi Sa‘ld writings represents that every
existent’s quiddity in Qé(% Sa‘ld’s thought is identical to what by which it is
what it is or quiddity in general (al mﬁ%liya bil ma‘na al a‘am) & quiddity as
whatness-what is said to answer the question of whatness -has not been his
target in arguments. According to his words, Quiddity is the all reality &
essence of each existent & in another word, quiddity of everything is
identical to it’s existence that is specific (al wijad al khas); his such
perception is close to of Avicenna’s & Suhrawardi’s.

In explanation two problems on external realization of quiddity, that are
the problem of creation & the problem of distinction, he declares that every
quiddity is created by simple creation of it’s creator not to prosody or
accidence of existence as implied in some Avicenna’s phrases that provoked
Fakhr Razi’s & Suhrawardi’s critiques .It is the quiddity that is created as the
uniaue creation of it’s creator & prediction o? ‘being created’ to the other
predicates & accidents as existence will be secondary (Qummi,1381,125-126)
& it is our mind that attributes the other things to be created
(Qummi,1377,v2,244) So the creation of existence (waijud) or prediction of
creation to existence or dependence of creation of every thing (entity) to
accidence of existence is meaningless; he emphasizes that compound
cration is a weak word (Qummi,1381,125-126). These arguments will expel
all things, except quiddities, out of the expance of causality; in such a way
he denied any externality or pricipiality of existence (wijud) & declare his
critique to Mulla Sadra Shirazi (Qummi,1381,125-126).

In addition, Qadi Sa‘ld denies every kind of being\existence for quiddity

before creation of it’s creator. (Qummi,1379,310-314); quiddity has not any

kind of pre-existence or externality before being created by it’s creator
(Qummi,1379,310-314).

In problem of distinction he names the creation of creator as the just
cause of distinction of every existent & refuses any causality of accidents &
properties to make existents distinct (Qummi,1381,128-129) so the
externality & distinction of quiddities does not need to accident of existence
to become existent & also does not need to attributes & properties to become
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distinct.Thus some ambiguities in Avecinna’s words that motivated
suhrawardi’s critiques, will eliminate in Qad1 Sa‘id’s thought on quiddity.

It would be clear that Qad1 Sa‘id’s position on principiality or primacy of
quiddity -in general- (the doctrine of asalat al—mahiyyafis not in opposition
to the theory of principiality or priority of existence to quiddity-as
whatness-(the doctrine of asalat al-wujtd) in Mulla Sadra Shirazi’s thought;
precise study on Qadi Sa‘ld’s works specificly his perception of existence
will make ﬁis representation on metaphsical ralation of quiddity &

existence, more concievable.

Key words: Qadi Sa‘ld Qumi, Existent, existence, Quiddity, Creation,
principiality.
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