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Abstract

Nowhere in his corpus, except for Gorgias, Plato allows such a rude and blunt critic
of contemplative philosophy as Callicles speaks so forcefully and raises the most
profound and enduring challenge to Socrates' philosophic life. Such a challenge was
not something new in the fifth and fourth centuries BC and Callicles' not fewer than
four quotations from Euripides'lost play, Antiope, witnesses Plato's awareness of the
significance and commonality of this ongoing debate. Through a detailed discussion
of Antigpe's debate between Zethus and Amphion and Calicles opening thesis, the
paper investigates the complicated relationship between these two temporally and
stylistically different expressions of one debate, concluding that Plato's owe to
Euripides's Antighe is more than just quoting a few passages almost verbatim.
Callicles, whether a historical person or a literary invention, doesn’t just represent a
fragment of Plato himself—a frightening vision, perhaps, of what he might have
become without Socrates. Rather, it is a mouthpiece for Plato's inner resistance to
the way that Socrates' way of philosophic life, correcting it and finally making it
compromise with the more active life manner of a politician, as in Euripies’ Antigpe.
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A) Introduction

Introducing the 5* century's debate between those thinkers advocating a philosophical
life versus those contradicting and preferring a more practical life — a life in polis, 1
explain the structure and the argument of the paper.

B) Introducing the debate

This debate was unfolded in two important intellectual works of the period: Euripides'
Abntigpe and Plato's Gorgias, but is not confined to them. In this section I discuss the
first traces of the debate, beginning with the story told about Thales, the very first so-
called philosopher and elaborating on its roots and importance in the Greek word
Theoria and Pythagoras' claim to being a philosopher. This ends up in Aristotle's
distinction between to manner of living: bios theoretikos and ho politicos kai
praktikos bios.

C) Euripides's Antiope and the controversy between two brothers

The section quotes and analyzes the most important remaining fragments of Antigpe
related to the nature of the controversy between Zethus and Amphion about the
advantages and disadvantages of a practical-political life versus an isolated life devoted
to the pleasures of music and sophistication.

D)Gotrgias

In the speech expressed by Socrates' opponent, Callicles, at 482c-486d four passages
trom the Antigpe are quoted almost verbatim, which indicate the importance of the
Abntiope's debat for Plato. Callicles enters the confrontation with Socrates by asking a
question. He asks whether Socrates is really being serious in defending the position
he has been defending, since he believes that if Socrates is serious and the things that
he is saying are really true, that would mean that our lives as human beings are now
turned upside down, and that everything we do is the opposite of what we should do.
Focusing especially on this question and the preliminary dialogue following it, I begin
my detailed investigation into the speeches by Callicles and challenges he poses to
Socrates' philosophical way of life and philosophy itself.

E) Callicles' attack to philosophy and philosophy's view about philosophy

This section goes deep into Calicles' critiques and profound challenges to Socrates'
very way of life. These challenges are harsh, straight and blunt. Nowhere else does
Plato allow a critic of Socrates and the philosophic life of which he is a true champion
and example to speak so forcefully. Callicles is not entirely hostile to philosophy;
rather he declares that it is not to the extent that Socrates defends worthy of attention.
It is true that philosophy is appropriate in measured amounts for developing some
intellectual skills in the young people, but it ought to be abandoned when one is old
enough to turn to the affairs of the polis which of real and lasting significance and
make a fee man truly noble and good, a xah0¢ ndyaOoc. If, according to Callicles,
pursued beyond a certain age, philosophy is no longer a means of education and
conversely, becomes a real source of corruption both for the person and the polis.
Alluding to Awntiope and quoting repeatedly from it, Callicles casts himself in the role
of Zethus trying to persuade his brother Amphion, symbolizing Socrates, not to ruin
his noble mind by spending his time in childish pursuits to the neglect of more
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practical and political affairs, living an active life. I also investigate the significance of
these quotations for Plato and what he has in mind from putting them in the mouth
of Callicles.

F) Conclusion

Here, I conclude my argument that the Plato's frequent allusions to Euripides' Antiope
is not just accidental and he has a far more vital relation in mind. Plato's appropriation
of the Antigpe provides a clue for his future path in making a reconciliation between
bios theoretikos and ho politicos kai praktikos bios which Socrates falls short of it.
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