Vol. 15/ Issue: 34/ Spring 2021

The Ontology of Finitude in Heidegger and Foucault’s Philosophy

Jamal Ghoreyshi Khorasgani
PhD Candidate of Philosophy, Isfahan University, Isfahan, Iran. E-mail. jghoreyshi@ltr.ui.ac.ir

Ali Karbasizadeh (corresponding author)
Associate Professor in Department of Philosophy, Isfaban University, Isfaban University, Isfaban, Iran.
E-mail: karbasi@/tr.ui.ac.ir

Yousef Shaghool
Associate Professor in Department of Philosophy, Isfaban University, Isfaban University, Isfaban, Iran.
E-mait. y.shaghook@ltr.ui.ac.ir

Abstract

In this article, we analyze the basic role of finitude in Heidegger and Foucault’s
philosophy. We argue that finitude makes possible Heidegger’s concept of being and
the history of being as well as Foucault’s concept of the modernity and the entire
history of western thinking in later Foucault. To accomplish this objective, we
conduct the following: We analyze the basic finitude in Heidegger’s ontology; We
explain “analytic of finitude” in early Foucault’s work namely #he birth of the clinic and
the order of things; We describe Foucault’s interpretation of Heidegger’s formulation of
finitude; We specify the place of partial and relative nothingness in Heidegger and
Foucault’s approach to human finitude; We explain that individuality, resistance,
truth and historicity are possible by finitude in philosophy of them; And finally, we
analyze how Foucault meets Heidegger in passing epistemological understanding of
finitude and arriving at practical understanding of self-finitude and outlining the
history of being.

Keywords: being, finitude, individuality, resistance, Foucault, Heidegger.

Received date: 2019.1.12

Accepted date: 2019.6.9

DOI: 10.22034/jpiut.2019.31480.2214

Journal ISSN (print): 2251-7960 ISSN (online): 2423-4419
Journal Homepage: www.philosophy.tabrizu.ac.ir



https://dx.doi.org/10.22034/jpiut.2021.40769.2618
http://www.philosophy.tabrizu.ac.ir/

@ The Ontology of Finitude in Heidegger and Foucault’s Philosophy
Philosophical Investigations Vol. 15/ Issue: 34/ Spring 2021/ PP. 300-326

Introduction

The accounts of Foucault's analysis of finitude have mainly dealt with the Order of
Things. Accordingly, some comparisons between Heidegger and Foucault have seen
Foucault's transition from critique of Kant's subject in the order of things to a positive
encounter with Kant in articles such as what is critique and what is Enlightenment, as
a sign of Foucault's departure from Heidegget's understanding of Kant. (See for
example: McQuillan, J. C. (2016). In addition, variety of themes have been the basis
of comparisons between Foucault and Heidegger. Among the most famous of these
comparisons are the works of Dreyfus. (Dreyfus, H. L. (1996) & (2004) In these
works, Dreyfus focuses on Foucault's analysis of the Kantian and modern subject and
its similarity to Heidegget's interpretation of the modern subject. In Being and power:
Heidegger and Foucanlt, he equates Foucauldian power with Heidegget's Being.
Moreover, in Heidegger and Foucanlt on the subject, agency and practices, he analyzes the
concurrence of Heidegger and Foucault in denying the Kantian-Cartesian autonomy
of agent and presenting an alternative to it.

This article, like Dreyfus' first work, attempts to examine the confluence of
Heidegger's ontology and Foucault's ontology. But in a different way, it is argued that
finitude, rather than power, is the foundation of the ontology of these philosophers;
Hence it can better explain the intersection of their philosophies. Foucault's nominal
semantics of power is quite different from Heidegger's analogical approach to
semantics of Being. This semantical distinction implies that Foucault, ontologically,
doesn't consider power a general form with various historical manifestations.
However, we argue that the centrality of finitude helps Foucault draw something like
Heidegget's history of Being.

The centrality of human finitude in philosophical study is Kant's alternative version
for traditional metaphysics. In this version, it is the limitation of the subject that makes
possible the thinking, categories of understanding, truth and objectivity. But one of
the thinking foundations of Heidegger and Foucault is confrontation with Kant's
subject. Thus, both philosophers, while maintaining finitude at the center, interpret it
in a different direction from Kant's subjectivism and, in fact, in the direction of its
negation. For both, subject is a construct that must be explained in terms of how it is
constructed. Heidegger provide this explanation through phenomenology and on
more primordial basis of Dasein's worldliness and precedence of practice and practical
understanding. Foucault also explains how subject is produced by analyzing discursive
practices and power relations that make subject.

This article explains how changing the meaning of ontology for Heidegger paves
the way for considering practices of subject constitution. Then the meaning of Being
is analyzed in Heidegger's work and it is shown that he sees the foundation of Being
in relation to nothingness and finitude. In addition, the transformations of Being-
finitude in Foucault's works is examined. Finally, by getting help from Heidegger's
philosophy, it is shown that in Foucault, finitude is proposed in two dimensions:
epistemological and practical. It is argued that what brings Foucault and Heidegger's
ontological understanding closer together is the practical understanding of finitude.

For Heidegger and Foucault, finitude is the basis of the possibility of history,
individuality, truth and resistance. The finitude in Foucault's work must be understood
in terms of concepts such as subjectivation, embodiment and self-relation. The
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practical understanding of finitude, makes possible for Foucault the ethics that doesn't
need to refer to the absolute and the infinite. Based on Heidegger's understanding of
Being as the finite relations and negation of the transcendent Being that is apart from
Dasein, Foucault's practices of self are placed on the level of Being-finitude. This
practices, make possible the truth and political engagement for subject.

Two kinds of distinctions about finitude can be traced in Foucault's works. First,
the dichotomy of experimental and fundamental finitude in #he order of things; Here
Foucault explains that fundamental finitude has made modern episteme possible;
Fundamental finitude is the condition for the possibility of modern knowledge and
discourses. Another dichotomy is the distinction between epistemic and practical
finitude which is proposed to explain the different types of emergence of fundamental
finitude in Foucault's works. It is shown that with Foucault's transition from
epistemological finitude to practical ones, the history of the subject as Being-finitude
comes closer to Heidegger's history of Being. This transition also transforms
Foucault's problem from the elimination of Being-finitude to how to experience
different form of subjectivity, and even later different form of modern subject. This
distinction can also be used to distinguish Dasein's fundamental finitude from Kant's
finitude.
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