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Abstract

The aim of this study was to investigate and analyze the factors affecting the development
of marketing in student sports. The systematic qualitative research method was conducted
using semi- structured interviews. The statistical population of the current study was all
officials, directors, assistants and leading teachers of Tehran sport. The sampling method
was purposeful and the present study reached to a theoretical saturation after interviewing
with 13 participants. To verify the validity of the data, the codes were provided to one
encoder and five interviewees who confirmed the findings. the results of the study
indicated that to achieve the development of sports in schools, it is necessary to increase
the information and basic knowledge as well as assess the current situation and challenges
so that in the second stage, the limitations and motivators could be reduced and enhanced
by identifying and analyzing strengths and weaknesses to recognize the opportunities and
challenges. Moreover, it contributed to the implementation of sport schools through
presenting and employing solutions such as economic, social, human and managerial
factors. When sports, especially at such level are faced with marketing development, the
capital will also enter this part of the sport, and so it will be possible to boost student sport.
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Extended Abstract

Background and purpose

Marketing at all levels is one of the most important tools for improvement. Due
to the large student population, marketing in student sports has many benefits.
Through marketing, sport programs can be designed to influence their audiences
and to engage bilaterally. Many studies of the growth relationship and evidence
of capital and investment have shown that the experience of core markets shows
that capital is the best way to grow and invest. Because one of the best ways of
marketing is at this age, one of the solution to this venture is capitalist issue. To
make the most of the resources and opportunities available to operate efficiently,
the activity or growth of the business will generate additional revenue. With the
growth and development of this sport, it can be approached to the goals of
industrialization of the sport of the country. The aim of this study was to
investigate the factors affecting the development of marketing in student sport.
Methodology

In this qualitative study, the library method was used to describe and analyze the
preceding studies related to the development of sport marketing among students.
The analysis carried out by the researcher in the first stage led to the promotion of
knowledge and development of interviews for the second stage. In the second
stage (qualitative interviews), the theory of data extraction (Grounded Theory)
was applied to construct the proposed research model. The population of the
current study was all leading authorities, managers, assistants and teachers of
Tehran sport in 2018 along with experienced teachers and people with scientific
and executive experience in the field of education. The present study reached to a
theoretical saturation after interviewing with 13 participants. Different approaches
could be considered in conducting this data-driven theoretical approach; therefore,
a specific approach was implemented. This systematic study, as attributed to
Strauss and Korbin (1990), was performed in three stages of open, axial and
selective coding using snowball sampling. One of the reasons for using this
sampling method was that all individuals had a specific profession, skill and
knowledge and the number of them was small. Participants would invite other
people to participate in the current study if they had experiences and views on the
study issue. In the ongoing study, all prominent officials, managers, assistants and
teachers of Tehran were interviewed.

Findings

The results were analyzed based on interviews with sport marketing experts and
student sport experts according to the Strauss and Corbin analysis in three stages
of open, axial and selective coding. At this stage, open coding was selected the
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main category (in this study "Marketing Development in Student Sport™), and 820
codes were identified during the open coding stage so that the experts identified
them based on the 16-question codebook, referring to the categories obtained due
to the high volume of codes. These categories were SWOT analysis, equilibrium
of marketing development agents and so on. These major categories together
constituted the main research codes or tags that formed the base of the axial and
selective coding. Axial coding was the second stage of analysis in fundamental
theorizing. The purpose of this stage was to establish the relationship among the
generated categories (in open coding stage). This was based on the paradigm
model and helped the theorist to make the theory process easier. The basis of the
communication process in coding was according to the expansion of one of the
categories. In the present study, the development of marketing in student sport
was selected as the central category.

Output Codes Second Step: Axial Coding

Categories code
SWOT analysis 1
Balance marketing development agents 2
Surrounding factors 3
Affecting factors 4

Discussion and conclusion:

In the present study, the intervening conditions were general and external
contextual conditions, which influenced student sport marketing in 7 general areas
of two categories including SWOT analysis and equilibrium development factors.
Moreover, the strategies at three strategic/long-term, mid-term and
executive/short-term levels can produce results or responses to the development
of student sport marketing.

Given the high student population in our country and considering that the sport is
popular among them, it should be promoted through marketing activities and
appropriate strategies from unique areas. The future championship depends on the
development of student sports. Therefore, understanding these factors and how to
succeed in developing and promoting marketing are important among student
sport. Thus, these factors and their proper attention to each dimension are effective
in achieving the intended goals in marketing development in student sport. The
authorities and planners of student sports should try to remove these factors from
the path of development and monetization of this part of the sport.

Key words: Student sports, Sports competitions, Marketing development,
Monetization
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