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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to present a qualitative model for the development of
educational justice in the field of sport science, which was presented in the case of Jahrom
University. In this qualitative study, the grounded theory was used to analyze the data. By
reviewing the background and theoretical foundations, the elementary list was formulated
as interview questions and primary tool for collecting data and interviewing guide. Then,
three sessions with 20 undergraduate and postgraduate students in the field of sport
sciences were held as the focal points of the university. It was tried to consider good,
moderate, and weak students in the selection of the sample of equal participation.
Moreover, 12 semi-structured interviews were conducted with the faculty members and
educational justice elite at Jahrom University until data saturation, meaning that the data
was the same as previous data. In the analysis of the data, after the open and axial coding
processes, and based on the analysis of the obtained factors, the coding process was
performed. The final pattern of research was formed according to the results of two general
dimensions including educational injustice platforms and educational justice strategies.
General concepts gained from injustice platforms included facilities, educational
resources, academic discrimination, laws, personal characteristics, professors, content and
geographic location as well as educational justice strategies were transparency,
development of evaluations, training and local development and interaction.
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Extended Abstract

Background and purpose

Historical evolution shows that justice as a kind of value has been a reflection of
the desirable situation of societies, and the way in which this favorable situation
has been shaped the basis for the formation of various institutions, relationships,
structures and interactive system among human beings (1). Kinloch and Dixon
(2018) argue that justice in schools and universities is a factor in social justice,
and that equal opportunity in education is the foundation of equal opportunity in
society (2). Equal opportunity means preventing, eliminating or reducing
discrimination between individuals in terms of gender, race, physical status, age,
language and social class (3). Eldridge (2012) believes that educational justice can
lead to a higher level of learner performance that has individual differences in
various areas (4). The purpose of this study was to present a qualitative model for
the development of educational justice in the field of sport science, which was
presented in the case of Jahrom University

Materials and method

In this qualitative study, the grounded theory was used in data analysis. In this
research, firstly, through the study of the background and library method, the
inferential index of injustice components was identified. The preliminary list was
compiled as interview questions and primary tool for collecting data and
interviewing guide. Next, three sessions with 21 undergraduate and postgraduate
students in the field of sport sciences were held as the focus group of the
university. Moreover, 12 semi-structured interviews were conducted with faculty
members and educational justice elite at Jahrom University. Theoretical sampling
was a non-random sampling method in this qualitative study. It should be noted
that the interviews were continued until theoretical saturation as well as targeting
individuals through purposive method sampling, each interview lasted from 45 to
60 minutes, and all interviews were taken into account. Browsing notes, and
related non-relevant content and related content were added to analyze sentences
several times. In order to increase the transferability and proportionality of the
data, the entire research process and the work done on the study path were written,
and in order to increase the consistency of the findings, the extracted materials
were made available to qualified experts in the field of qualitative research with a
high agreement among the obtained results. In addition, the researchers tried to
not interfere with their assumptions as far as possible in the process of data
collection and analysis to verify. After the interview, the analysis of the findings
was done using the field-centered approach, and the data from the interviews were
coded and classified in the same conceptual groups, then were analyzed
qualitatively. The coding in this research was performed openly, axially and
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selectively, and after the open and axial coding processes, the conceptual model
of the research was developed based on the selective coding process.

Findings

In the first part of the research, the systematic process was designed to categorize
the data obtained from the research, including open, axial and selective coding. In
open coding, the researchers extracted symbols without any restrictions and only
based on similar meanings and identical signs. At this stage of the research, the
researchers tried to create early signs through continuously reviewing the data. In
the next step called axial coding, the process of categorizing the concepts took the
form of excerpts. Otherwise, at this stage, the codes which were semantically
interrelated were the categories and components to form the important encoding
axes of the educational injustice platforms and educational justice strategies.
General concepts derived from inequities included facilities, educational
resources, academic discrimination, laws, personal characteristics, professors,
content and geographic location as well as the educational justice strategies
consisted of transparency, development of evaluations, training, local
development and interaction. The component of the facilities included three
categories of infrastructure, welfare and information technology. The next
component was the educational and educational resources purified in two graduate
and postgraduate degrees. Additionally, the learning component of the
educational excellence was identified as being classified internally and externally.
Individual features also included personal history and student families. The
content component of the curriculum was another component of the educational
inequities in the field of sport science, which comprised two categories of ministry
and inter-disciplinary authority. Other identified components of the educational
justice were geographic location, and the next component of the faculty that was
highly evaluated encompassed five categories of discrimination, academic ethics,
supervision, evaluation and management of the class. As mentioned, another
focus of data coding was on strategies for the establishment and development of
educational justice in the field of sport science at Jahrom University. One of the
important components of the Education Justice Development Strategy was
identified as the component of transparency, including two categories of
evaluation and selection. Furthermore, the component of training was classified
into two categories of test and syllabus in sport science. Finally, the third strategy
was interaction, which could be emphasized in the two fields of in- and out-of-
university. Among other strategies for the development of justice, one could point
out that in the two areas of evaluation of professors and students, the development
of justice in the field of sports science could help. Finally, the latest strategy was
local development identified in two categories of academic and native
development.
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Discussion and Conclusion:

In the context of opportunities, the discrimination or gender, ethnicity, and quota
fraud in various stages of education such as passing the entrance exam or end-of-
term course evaluations of each semester deprive students of chances for success
according to the interviewees. It seems that the Department of Sport Sciences can
introduce the students to lawful lawsuits, lectures or pamphlets for the
introductory celebration of the new students. However, each university in terms
of its cultural, social and economic components and educational background can
take the measures to reduce educational inequities. Probably, the newly
established universities in this process can, in some aspects, take the best step
more precisely to eradicate injustice. The Jahrom University as the second
university in Fars province of Iran can easily implement many educational and
evaluation strategies that expressed in development model of educational justice
in the field of sport sciences with the provided mechanisms.
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