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Investigation of the death of the founder of the Achaemenid
dynasty

Arezoo Rasouli (Taleghani) 3/ * Morteza Arabzadeh Sarbanani

Abstract

Herodotus in the fifth century BC, only about a hundred years after the death of Cyrus the Great,
reminds us that there are many different stories about the death of the great founder of Achaemenid
dynasty. In fact, the number of narrations about the death of Cyrus Il of Achaemenid in the time
of Herodotus was probably more than the narrations that have survived to this day. The main
source for researchers to find out the reality of the death of Cyrus the Great or at least approach
it, is the classical texts, among which Herodotus, Ctesias and Xenophon are the primarily sources.
In this study, an attempt has been made to examine Herodotus’ Narrative and other historians of
antiquity with regard to other historical evidence, including the originality of the tomb of Cyrus the
Great in Pasargadae and the relations of the first Achaemenid kings with the Scythians. As shown
at the end, Herodotus’ account, despite its reputation over time, is inconsistent with much of the
historical evidence, and its validity must be seriously questioned. Xenophon’s narrative, despite
some of its Iranian roots is also doubtful. But Ctesias’ account, that is also apparently derived from
an lranian tradition, is consistent with much of the historical evidence.

Keywords: Death of Cyrus the Great, Herodotus, Catsias, Xenophon, Massageteans, Achaemenids.
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2. Herodotus
3. Ctesias
4. Xenophon
5. From Cyrus to Alexander (A History of the Persian Empire).
6. Pierre Briant, From Cyrus to Alexander (A History of the Persian Empire), English translation by Peter T. Daniels
(Indiana, Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 2002), p. 49.
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6. Suzanee Said, A Companion to Greek and Roman Historiography, Oxford: Blackwell Publication, 2007), p. 81.
VY o (WM o 10 05) o o il €Gedgal (g o d G )b )3 Cdgy D cooS (5 cpmdlline Y



\va4 u\:\m‘,‘,‘):a:n\:\ Al aJLA.J'.n AY o,90 :Qb:ﬂ &l‘,lﬁ A

(395 Sllgy il ol il 5 ob s i) Caley S 5 ks 0,5 o (6l
9 Wy ccd (pgomed (aladine] )3 gl o bl )y (63 (slacinsd dacin 7 13 g
O by (g0 lod > ©ogym ol 3929 b TS o 03jCdSS (2N ) oullgs wlidpsd
lodndo ® oplpl Tl g €ngym (o3lesls ;3 laie b glalloy TS\ Bol 4SOl iy (o3b
s Saludll) ol shaw ) "oy g0 g 5 9,0 Gl 1) o9 570552 (g2 (Sl y—wailudl
45 il g0 g 1) 0392 (S sy (SlaSir Juali & g0 (Ndwsh) os26H ™05 0

o)l g Cds g 4 la
3 sl 80,5 St I 5 e | (S o3 oS el 93 )
O S 095 o0 cSule 351 s g8 ASLe gl clisla p LSS olisl g oyl
i S Tz o)l (Jlyeen (S35 4 gym (ols i b jg) 9 08 gl o o ] SBy9S
(Sing s A8k jgulan Mot CenSid 4y pgSioms g o0 (63956 6% )23 oS (Sl le B 290
Sl iy g0 D392 il &y (pols S5y o Cunl gage oSy I T mges Cozen
Lo Slole g aSle (g Juud 115 Loygilol B9 yme g (cliladl 58 " linugus 193925 322 o Joss
P 4y p93 50532 (rges U 4 (5 4 60D ke g 3 (09 ey Sl Ll il e
o) sBgie o plas (> (g2 Vel aLalis 5l ) (ool SleMbl o 09,8 395 sy 0

1. Janet Moser, “Truth, Lies, and Freshman Composition: Using Herodotus to Teach Academic Writing”, The
Classical World, Vol. 108, No. 4 (SUMMER 2015), p. 537.
2. John R. Grant, “Some Thoughts on Herodotus”, Phoenix, Vol. 37, No. 4 (Winter, 1983), p. 284.
3. Plutarch
4. Plutarch, Moralia X, English translation by Lionel Pearson and F. H. Sandbach, Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 1968, p. 8.
5. Strabo
6. Hesiod
7. Homer
8. Starbo, XI, 6, 2-3.
9. Ekaterina V. Haskins, “Endoxa, Epistemological Optimism, and Aristotle’s Rhetorical Project”, Philosophy &
Rhetoric, Vol. 37, No. 1 (2004), p. 9.
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16. Kostas Deligiorgis, “Tomyris, queen of the Massagetes a mystery in Herodotus’s History”, Anistoriton
Journal, vol. 14 (2014-2015), p. 2.
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1. Herodotus, Histories, Book 1. English translation by Belo William (London: H. Colburn and R. Bentley, 1830),
152.

2. Diana Apostolos, “Beheading/Decapitation”, Encyclopedia of Comparative lconography. Themes Depicted
in Work of Art (USA & UK: Library of Congress & British Library, 1998), p. 121.

3. Herodotus, I, 150.
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1. Araxes
2. Lesbos
3. Matieni
4. Herodotus, |, 151.
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History (USA: University of Michigan, 1829), p. 248.
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1. Ibid.

2. Ibid.

3. Plutarch, Parallel lives, English translation by John Dryden and revised by Arthur Hugh Clough, (Modern
Library, 1960), p. 849.

4. Arrian, The Anabasis of Alexander, English translation by Robson E. lliff, (London: Cambridge Massachusets
Harvard university press, 1949), VI, 29, 5-8.

5. Roland G. Kent, Old Persian (New Haven: American Oriental Society, 1953), p. 116.

6. Ibid.

7. Ibid.
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Neue Folge Band 1, 1968), p. 95-98.
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