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I’m the one, who left dark Ireland’ s shore,

And Poland’ s plain, and England’ s grassy lea

And torn from Black African’s strand | come to build a *homeland
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I am a Negro,

Black as the night is black,

Black like de depths of my Africa,

I’ve been adave;

Caesar told me to keep his doorsteps clean,

I’ ve been a singer,

All the way from Africa to Georgia,

| carried my sorrow songs,
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I made regtime,

I’ve been avictim,

The Belgians cut off my hands in the Congo,

The lynch me still in Mississippi (Hughes, 1974: 8)
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The night is beautiful,

So the faces of my people,

The stars are beautiful ,

so the eyes of my people, ... .
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| heard the singing of the Mississippi,
When Abraham Lincoln went down to New Orleans,
And I’ ve seen its muddy bosom turn all golden in the sunset.
(Hughes, 1974 4)
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... They send meto eat in the kitchen
When company comes
But I laugh
And eat well
Andg grow strong
Tomorrow
I’ll be at the table
When company comes
Nobody’ll dare say to me
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“Eat in the kitchen”

Then

They'll see how beautiful | am
And be ashamed—
(www.PoemHunter.com
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The younger Negro artists who create now intend to express

Our individual dark-skinned selves without fear or shame,

If white people are pleased we are glad,
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If they are not,
It doesn’t matter.

If colored people are pleased we are glad,

Their displeasure doesn’t matter either,

We build our temples for tomorrow,

We stand on top the mountain free within ourselves.
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... | bathed in the Euphrates when dawns were young,

I built my hut near the "Congo™ and it lulled me to sleep,

I looked upon the Nile and raised the pyramids aboveit ....
(www.PoemHunter.com

G r\a}u'ﬂs "LS s 1y U O Py E T W e
gl B 0T 515 1 el el s ples S oS " e 1/ Ll

S o el " KAl e e 51 S el 4 Ol (g

Let America be America again,

Let it be the dream it used to be

Let it be the pioneer on the plain

Seeking a home where he himself is free

America never was America to me
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Let it be that great strong land of love
O'let my land be a land where liberty is crowned with no false

Nor freedom in this'"Homeland"of the free... .
(www.PoemHunter.com
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| say it plain,

America never was America to me,

And yet | swear this this oath---

American will be

And make America again.
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I dream a world where a man

No other man will scorn

Where love will bless the earth

And peace its paths adorn

| dream a world where all

Will know sweet freedom’ s way

A world dream where Black and Whit

Whatever race you be

Will share the bountics of the earth

And every manisfree....

(www.PoemHunter.com
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And who are you that draw your evil across the stars?
Say who are you thatm mumbles in the dark?

I am the poor whit, flooled and pushed apart,

| am the Negro bearing Slavery’s scars,

| am the read man driven from the land,

And finding only the same old stupid plan

Of dog eat dog, of mighty crush the weak....
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