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Abstract

Tone is an inclusive term with manifold definitions. Each researcher,
therefore, interprets it differently depending on how he/she approaches
it in the text. In fact, tone is the echo of the writer or poet’s voice
communicating with those who are willing to hear such mesmerizing
songs. As a principal element, tone is divided into many minor (local)
tones. In this research, colloquial tone has been examined in various
stylistic tendencies and genres of present-day Mazandaran poetry. To
this purpose, researchers have introduced, classified, and analyzed the
processing techniques of tone in the poetry of forty Persian poets from
1972-2021. Findings indicate that in order to achieve colloquial tone,
Mazandarani poets have benefitted from five main techniques
(framework, sound, music, language, and rhetoric) and 25 minor
techniques in their poetry. Given the research data, the musical
features and four minor techniques have had significant frequencies.
Moreover, regarding linguistic techniques, local-ethnic and humorous
tones are found to be significantly frequent. Research methodology
used in this study is mixed method (qualitative and quantitative)
which makes use of reference documents and reliable Internet sites.
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Introduction

Tone is a multidimensional element that is used in stylistics, literary
criticism, and linguistics. In poetry, tone plays an undeniable role in
transferring meaning and emotions through its linguistic and rhetorical
features: “Tone is understood through language, imagery, literary
devices, structure, and even rhyme and rhythm (all these elements
combined)” (Phelan, 2014, pp. 49-60)

Subsequent to Nima’s iconoclastic act in breaking with tradition,
Poetry in Mazandaran has confronted many ups and downs. Some
poets have remained faithful to convention, while many others have
moved towards post-Nimaii poetry — regarding both form and
structural techniques — and have attempted to reconstruct post-Nimaii
poetry to the extent that after 1980s, more and more poets have joined
post-Nimaii group. After 1990s, some poets with innovations in form
have never stepped outside the classical framework. Some other poets,
however, have tried prosaic style while upholding classical
frameworks. Still, other poets have solely focused on prosaic style
experimenting with various forms and structures.

This paper analyzes the techniques of the colloquial tone in the last
five decades in the poetry of forty poets in Mazandaran in an attempt
to examine linguistic and rhetorical features of the colloquial tone.
The main question is which methods Mazandarani poets have used for
being colloquial, and which methods have proved to be significant in
this regard? To answer these inquiries, the published works of
Mazandarani poets — from Galougah to Ramsar — in the last fifty years
(1971-2020) are analyzed. Research methodology used in this study is
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mixed method (qualitative and quantitative) which makes use of
reference documents and reliable Internet sites.

Research background

No research has yet been conducted on the tone of Mazandarani poets,
although there are some studies about contemporary Mazandarani
poetry and literature. Some notable examples of these previously
conducted studies are: “Instances of Resistance Literature in
Mazandarani Poetry” by Karimi Lari (2009), "Saboye Sokhan" by late
Asqari, (2011), “Application of Environmental-Cultural Features in
Contemporary Mazandarani Poetry with the Aim of Empowering
Local Culture Considering the Poetry of Asadollah Emadi, Ali Akbar
Mahjourian, and Jalil Gheisari” by Sadeqi et. al. (2019), and “Lexical
Stylistics of Poetry Books of Persian-composing Poets of Mazandaran
Province: A layer Perspective” by Shirdast et al. (2020).

Results and Discussion

To obtain the research goal in accessing various colloquial tones in the
poetry of Mazandarani poets, main techniques were identified first.
Minor techniques were then extracted from the main techniques and
were examined by making use of samples. In this study, form — the
most important technique among the main techniques!— plays its due
role in creating various tones as the container of the imaginary.
Through this main technique, and by applying various musical forms
and terminology, poets have obtained their desired tones. In the case
of sonnets, the tone is generally lyrical to express feelings and
emotions, and to relate tales of separation or unity with the beloved, or
her pleasant or unpleasant nature. In poetry of Mazandarani poets,
colloquial tone is mostly seen in prosaic forms.

1 Macro-tones
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Using short and long vowels has an effective role in creating the
colloquial tone. Some Mazandarani poets have literally created their
colloquial tones through using such techniques. In their colloquial
tone, the long vowel “v” and short vowel “0” are repeated more than
other sounds. Other poets have attempted to create the colloquial tone
through utilizing internal and external music. Traditional poets have
mostly used unharmonious and resonant rhythms to create their
colloquial tone.

Colloquial terms and interpretations play remarkable roles in
expanding the poem, both in size and length. Some poets generally
use colloquial language when they want to impersonate the lower
class. To this purpose, they attempt to make use of the colloquial
words and terminology like “jolo palas jam kardan, topoq zadan, zade
hal, pok zadan, chak zadan, zabunam lal, qorboono sadage raftan, vel
kardan, daqoon shodan and...” (Shirdast, 2019, p. 23-45)

Although using local vocabulary featuring the colloquial note may
at first seem unfamiliar and difficult for its non-native reader, it is
indicative of the local poet’s sympathy and feelings for his birthplace.
Through this tone, the poet introduces his environment, society and
culture to others. Through their poetry, Mazandarani poets have
spread environmental features through vernacular aspects. To this
purpose, they have benefitted form a) animal and plant names, b)
traditional beliefs, c¢) music, d) humorous folk tales, and e)
Mazandarani stories. In creating vernacular tone, Mazandarani poets
have used not only linguistic techniques, but also rhetorical methods.
In their imaginary accounts, the three literary devices of simile,
metaphor, and irony have been more frequently used, compared with
the other devices.
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Results

Considering the data analysis, the findings indicated that Mazandarani
poets have benefitted from five main techniques and twenty-five
minor techniques in their poetry. It was clarified through this study
that the most significant techniques in rendering the tone colloquial in
the works of forty Mazandarani poets are linguistic techniques. In case
of lexical features, local-environmental features significantly affected
the linguistic and thematic development.
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