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Sadegh Hedayat's anti-Westernism in the story of "*The Throne of
Abu Nasr'* based on Edward Said’s Viewpoint

Roohollah Roozbeh'

V. Introduction

Edward Said founded the Orientalist discourse under the title
Orientalism by publishing his magnificent and glorious work. Said
divides Orientalism into three types: First, Orientalism refers to the
four-thousand-year history of relations between Europe and Asia. The
second is Orientalism, a scientific discipline that has developed
specialists in Oriental languages and cultures since the early
nineteenth century. Third, Orientalism refers to images, long-standing
stereotypes, and the general ideology of the 'East’ as the 'other' formed
by generations of Western scholars (Selden et al., Y++¢, YY+). From
this point of view, the East is a Western structure that has been
constructed in accordance with the interests of the colonial powers and
their tastes. Said believes that Orientalism is a current that allows the
West to rule the East that the West itself has created and dealt with.
(Ibid., Y¥+)

His endeavor in the discourse of Orientalism is to show that what is
considered as the East in the West has no external existence but is a
kind of imaginary geography. (Said, Y4V4, @) The world is divided
into two parts. One part is called 'the Orient' and the other part is
called 'the West'. In this dual division, the West has always shown
itself to be benevolent, glorious and superior, and the East to be
inferior, backward and mediocre. In order to prove this superiority, the
west must first define the East and then in the light of this definition,
the West has defined the East with a thousand components, and in this
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way has made the East as its other counterpart lower than and
subordinate to the West.

The present article examines the story of Sadegh Hedayat's
"Throne of Abu Nasr" from the perspective of Edward Said, who
founded the Orientalist discourse. This discourse is theoretically
expressed in his book Orientalism. It is interesting that Said criticizes
the presence and influence of the West in and on the East, and anti-
Western thinking is continuously evident in his work. Hedayat has
employed this thinking practically and demonstrates it with the help of
imagination in his story. Edward Said is an anti-Western thinker. In
"the throne of Abu Nasr", the reader sees that there is the same
thinking about the domination of the West, and the West has
permanently seen itself as superior. The trajectory of the confrontation
between West and East is shown throughout in this story.

Y. Methodology

Our methodology is first reading and reviewing the short story of
Sadeq Heyayat "The Throne of Abunasr" for several times and then
scrutinizing the elements and jargons of imperialism based on Edward
Said’s work, Orientalism, which discusses Orientalism as a Western
style for governing, reorganizing, and having authority over the
Orient. Edward Said uses Michel Foucault's notion of discourse, as
described by him in The Archaeology of Knowledge and in Discipline
and Punish, to identify Orientalism. Said’s argument is that without
investigating Orientalism as a discourse, it is impossible to
comprehend the enormously systematic discipline by which European
culture was able to manage - and even produce- the Orient politically,
sociologically,  militarily, ideologically,  scientifically = and
imaginatively. In the next step the ideas of the two thinkers Sadeq
Hedayat and Edward Said were set against each other. Application of
Edward Said on the short story was the next step that was taken and
then the results and findings of this step were drawn and presented.

¥. Discussion

In Orientalism, Edward Said discusses the metaphor of Western
exploration of the East: exploring the culture, history, customs, and
customs of the East. This kind of exploration of the East is well
illustrated and demonstrated at the beginning of the story of the
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"Throne of Abu Nasr" by Sadegh Hedayat where Hedayat gives the

minutia of the whereabouts of the American excavators:
It was the second year that the excavation team of the Metropolitan
Museum of Chicago near Shiraz had been conducting scientific
excavations on the hill of Takht-e Abu Nasr, but except for the
narrow and sour graves where most of the bones of several people
were found, red and blue jars were found. Bronze caps, triangular
arrows, earrings, rings, beaded necklaces, bracelets, daggers, coins
of Alexander and Heraclius and a large three-legged candlestick
had not found anything significant. (Hedayat, Y+« £, VV)

In these lines, Sadegh Hedayat, after a detailed description of the
discoveries of the 'Metropolitan Museum of Chicago' excavations,
says that they did not find anything significant. Hedayat's ironical tone
is critical in these lines of the way in which this group believes they
have found nothing while from the viewpoint of archeologist even a
Bronze cap is absolutely significant. This demonstrates an imperial
desire on the part of the American archeologists if Bolognese jars,
Bronze caps, triangular arrows, earrings, rings, beaded necklaces,
bracelets, daggers, coins of Alexander and Heraclius and a large three-
legged candlestick are not of great importance to explorers and
archaeologists. Which archeologist would say "bronze caps, triangular
arrows, earrings, rings, beaded necklaces, bracelets, daggers, coins of
Alexander and Heraclius, and a large three-legged candlestick are not
really significant? The answer is no one. All of this is significant for
archaeologists. But, why does Sadegh Hedayat say they have found
nothing significant in these lines? He cogently argues, since American
Archeologists consider Bronze caps, triangular arrows, earrings, rings,
beaded necklaces, bracelets, daggers, coins of Alexander and
Heraclius and a large three-legged candlestick insignificant, they
expect something beyond these things and what those things can be is
an imperial desire for excavation of the whole of Iran. The imperial
desire looks for something beyond these stuffs. That desire is to
capture and seize Iran. Exploring the Eastern culture is considered
both metaphorical and real by the Metropolitan Museum of Art in
Chicago, who represent the West. In its true dimension, it is the
archaeologists who find "red and blue jars, bronze caps, triangular
arrows, earrings, rings, beaded necklaces, bracelets, daggers, coins of
Alexander and Heraclius, and a large three-legged candlestick.” In its
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metaphorical dimension, Westerners seek to explore the entirety of the
East, as Edward Said has convincingly argued in his book
Orientalism, and this dimension reflects the aspect of Western
authority and domination over the Orient.

In this story, we witness a range of Western scientific efforts to
identify Eastern Iran and its sources, mines, history, ethnicities, art,
customs, traditions, customs, culture, beliefs, religions, civilizations,
psychological characteristics, and spiritual sensitivities from Iran. We
are identifying its material and spiritual wealth to secure the interests
and purposes of Westerners.

One of the concepts which Edward Said addresses in his book
Orientalism is the way Westerners view, regard and treat the Oriental
women. The West generally considers the East to be a woman who
should be raped. Westerners have paid attention to the women of the
East, and this issue is also represented in the story of Sadegh Hedayat,
and Hedayat has given the limits of this kind of thinking and mourns
the plunder of the Iranian woman. This thought is evident in Gorest's
conversation with Warner and Freeman about exploring Iran for five
months and discovering a coffin containing a body with a woman's
will.

We have been living like dogs in this desert for five months, and
after the remarkable discovery of the coffin, I think we have the
right to have fun. It's my fault I was thinking of you! | went to
Shiraz by car, | insisted on taking three women and two female
instruments with me. In any case, they are now in Barm-eDelak.
They have set up tents and stay tonight. No one is there, it is a
secluded place. As for the food, and all the utensils, | have sent
Qasim to prepare everything (Ibid, AA).

As it turns out, Gorest has arranged a party, he has brought three
Iranian women to Barm-e Delak to have them entertain and have sex
with his colleagues. Hedayat does not like this which shows Iranian
women are treated like objects and Iranian men are servants of the
Americans. This is the rape of Oriental women by Americans and
Hedayat writes about it to condemn it and considers it as the plunder
of Iranian women. There is a woman called Khorshid, and Gorest says
she should belong to him to satisfy him since she is a young beautiful
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woman. Khorshid stands for Iran. Digging Iran and raping Khorshid
are used as parallels by Hedayat. Thus, one concept which Hedayat
employs is the concept of imperial gaze. The concept was put forward
by E. Ann Kaplan, in which the observed find themselves described in
relation to the privileged observer's own set of value-preferences.
From the standpoint of the colonised, the imperial gaze infantilizes
and tones down what it falls upon, proclaiming its command and
ordering function as it does so. Kaplan observes "The imperial gaze
reflects the assumption that the white western subject is central much
as the male gaze assumes the centrality of the male subject”. This
imperial concept is very well used by Hedayat to demonstrate how
Iranian men and women are defined in terms of the Americans’ own
set of value-preferences, infantilizing Iranian women and men as
objects.
Likewise, Hedayat uses Orientalist jargon which is described
according to Edward Said’s Orientalism. lranians are shown as
backward, superstitious, illogical, lustful, voluptuary, and emotional.

¢, Conclusion

Sadegh Hedayat has embedded the discourses of his time in the story
of "The Throne of Abu Nasr". Hedayat as a writer feels obliged to
protests against the presence of Americans. He has embedded these
issues of the day in this story, and with the help of his imagination,
describes the story of the plunder of Iran and their material and
spiritual wealth. Hedayat is upset that Iranians in this story are
servants and prostitutes who serve the West, and he does not consider
it an honor and opposes it by writing and condemning a forged reality
about the East and its customs. This forged reality about the Orient is
scrutinized by Hedayat in his short story which accords very well with
Edward Said’s idea of Orientalism in his well-known book
Orientalism. He shows the reader the plunder of an Iranian woman
under the domination of a Westerner. For this purpose, Sadegh
Hedayat places the setting of the story in the throne of Abu Nasr and
makes the story attractive to the reader through defamiliarization, and
shows us the plunder of Iran and ends the story with the verb
‘captured.
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