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Social causes and consequences of the forming
Kharabatian neighborhood of Shiraz in the Zand era
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Abstract

Upon the establishment of Zand government, social situation of Shiraz urban
community which was affected by the ruling board entered a new phase.
This social diversity led to some changes in the capital. One of the most
important changes at this time was the formation of Kharabatian
neighborhood and the activities of prostitutes therein. The neighborhood
which started its activities following the social plans of the government left
behind different changes in many aspects of the urban society of the capital.
Therefore, the aim of the present study is to investigate the causes for the
formation of this neighborhood and its social consequences in the urban
society of Shiraz in the Zand era. The study followed a descriptive-
analytical method and used the library data to investigate the research
problem. The findings show that controlling and managing the political
activists in Shiraz, managing the crisis-stricken society after the fall of
Safavids, encouraging the activists to reconstruct and improve Shiraz along
with the positive attitude of Karim Khan Zand to this group of females all
were involved in the development of this neighborhood. Moreover, the
whole kharabatian neighborhood provided a good income resource for the
Zand government. One of the social consequences of creating this
neighborhood is the disorder in the foundation of families. In addition, since
this kind of social activity was in contrast with the social and religious
beliefs of the people, it created some popular and legal abnormalities by
some parts of the capital society.

Keywords: Shiraz; Zand era; Social situation; Kharabatyan neighborhood;
causes and consequences of formation.
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