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Abstract

National-religious events attract media attention but different media views events
differently in ideological frameworks which facilitate the failure or success of public
diplomacy efforts all around the world. In this regard, Persian-language foreign
media, including the BBC Persian, is among the sources of meaning and
conceptualization of national-religious events such as Chaharshanbehsuri for
audiences inside Iran. In recent years, one of the most important events happening
yearly with a large crowd of people is the Arbaeen Hosseini procession. According to
Rodenbiihler's approach to the concept of ritual, Arbaeen ritual is performed
voluntarily, non-instrumental and seriously. This paper, considering the history and
the extent of the BBC in professional news activity, analyzes the way of Arbaeen event
representation on the BBC website using thematic analysis method. The findings
indicate that the Arbaeen pilgrims' walking ritual has been strongly represented as a
political and ideological movement under the seven main themes (documentary
narration, separatism and Shia, crisis of disorder and inability of Iran and Iraq’s
governments, Arbaeen downsizing, analysis of the eight-year Iraq-Iran war, allegedly
imposed insecurity by Isil and the political Maneuver of the Iranian government).
The representation of the relations between the actors in this ritual ceremony not
only has nothing to do with Rothenbuhler’s view but also shows the negative image
making of this religious event as a continuation of the Shia phobia in the western
media and especially as a new manifestation of Iranophobia.
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INTRODUCTION

One of the most important forms of the media functions, both traditional and
modern, is their positive and negative impact on the production, distribution and
exercise of political power, mostly shaped by the information- feeding practice to
the public opinion. For this reason, the role of mass media in reflecting external
realities or presenting formulations of reality from which interpretations in the
fields of politics, culture, nature, etc. are crystallized has long been considered by
researchers in the fields of social sciences and communications. But the rapid and
increasing developments in the field of communication and information, especially
the emergence of the Internet which has extraordinary and unprecedented
capacities and facilities to meet the news needs of users, compared to traditional
news sources, creating a different platform for the performance and impact of the
media has created a new wave of media competition in the world media ecosystem
and given new life to media research. This ability is due to features such as
interactivity, synchronous communication, pervasiveness and decentralization of
the Internet in general, and the emergence of reputable news sites in particular,
which distinguishes it from traditional mass media such as the press, radio and
television and enable the process of guiding and controlling public opinion by
presenting and developing alternative narratives of events. As in the last decade,
prominent international news networks such as "B. B. C” ,“N.B.C ", ”VOA " and the
like, along with radio and television stations, have become the source of rival
discourses in the Middle East and Iran in particular by establishing news websites
while expanding the range of choice, developing the knowledge and awareness of
the audience. Also, the conceptualization and semantics of the events in this region,
especially from the BBC Persian channel to issues related to Iran, in the struggle of
political and social developments have caused the prevalence of using the media
narratives of the mentioned source and the interpretations derived from it not only
among the general audience, but sometimes also among the Iranian news and
media community. Another important issue is religion and “media semantics" and
its relationship with national-religious rituals reflected in the media. On the one
hand, the ritual approach to the subject of communication in its various forms,
including news, is very important, and on the other hand; It is said that religion and
communication are two concepts that are related and close to each other and have
many commonalities, so it can be expressed that "religion is a kind of
communication” and communication is a kind of religion. (Mir Abedini, 2009, 29)

PURPOSE

According to important news and ritual approach and the need to identify the
structure and manner of news information in the world's leading media, including
the BBC Persian website, the purpose of this article is to understand the



interpretations of a religious ritual with respect to its dominant communication
aspects. It can be designed and expanded: How has the general meaning of the BBC
Persian news agency of the Arbaeen ritual been done for the audience? What is the
narrative of this relationship between different host and guest actors (especially
Iranians) in this ritual? And finally, what does this semantics have to do with the
characteristics of religion from Rothenbuhler's point of view?

METHODOLOGY

The present study has an "exploratory” nature with the aim of discovering and
describing a media outlet of the Arbacen Hosseini march. In such a research with an
interpretive approach, the most important goal of social research is to clarify how
human beings establish their "social truth” (Sterberg, 2005, 16). This paper has been
done by thematic analysis method. Content analysis is one of the basic methods of
qualitative analysis based on repetitive (rotational) logic. In this method, an attempt
is made to achieve categories that answer the research questions based on the ideas,
thoughts and repetitive experiences that appear in the text and social field under
study. In this research, the dominant axes in the news of the BBC Persian website
regarding the mentioned subject are analyzed. Content analysis is a way to "identify,
analyze, and articulate patterns” (themes) within data. This method at least
“organizes" the data itself and "describes” its details. But this method can "interpret
and explain” beyond these different dimensions of the research subject (Brown and
Clark, 2006, 76). To understand the content, the researcher first needs to get to the
point of what to look for in the data. At the end of the file, a short description is
written for each topic. The text is then revisited to identify "topics” that the
researcher may not have noticed, and to "read" the descriptions of the topics. The
last section ‘explains” the main themes that emerge from the analysis. This
explanation comes with selected "quotes” to help better understand the reason for
the "content”. (Abedi et al., 2011).

RESULT AND DISSCUSSION

The findings of the present study show the media representation and meaning of
the BBC news agency of the religious event of the Arbaeen March in the form of 7
axes (comprehensive theme) including Documentary narration, divisiveness, fear of
the Shiites, crisis of disorder and incompetence of the Iranian and Iraqi
governments, downsizing of the Arbaeen, analysis of the eight-year Irag-Iran war,
insecurity of Isel imposed insecurity and the political maneuver of the Iranian
regime have taken place.

As stated in theoretical discussions, rituals are defined as behaviors that are
made by cultures in a society and affect it, and therefore include values and patterns.
Thus, rituals also serve as a platform for communication and production of
meaning in the ideology of media owners. Therefore, illustration and
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conceptualization of rituals based on language directly and indirectly continues by
using, distorting or deleting words and images in order to strengthen and maintain
the relations of hidden and unknown power in the selection and compilation of
various media genres, including "news".

According to Hall, at that time, the knowledge of the Arbaeen religion was thus
constructed and repeated. Through the analysis of news texts, the efforts and
performance of the BBC Persian in terms of involving the audience with the policies
and guidelines of this news agency, not only was not neutral and impartial
according to the claims of this news agency, but it is completely in line with the
theory of voluntary representation. Hall is based on the voluntary reflection of
reality. The intentional representation of the BBC Persian is understandable in the
form of a continuum. A sequence that takes the audience step by step from the
historical and documentary description of this event to the explanation of its totality
in the form of the political movement of the Iranian government and the political
use of this religion by the government. Also, the results of the present study on how
to use news texts and the introduction of Arbaeen show that despite the harmony of
these rituals with the characteristics of the ritual from Rothenbuhler's point of view
(containing rich, voluntary and collective communication, being irrational and
non-entertaining) The Arbaeen ceremony has been carried out by the BBC as a
whole as a political-ideological movement, which shows the obvious concern of this
part of the news about the widespread presence of Iranians and, consequently, the
possibility of showing regional and global power to the Iranian government. This
means that in the representation of Arbaeen, especially with the axis of "severe
insecurity”, Islamic rituals and rituals are described in relation to military and
security threats and challenges for the region and the West. In addition, the analysis
of news texts indicates that a positive narrative of the relationship between the
actors present at the event has not been presented. Drawing an erratic, evil and
belligerent face of the participants of the Arbaeen rituals as activists who do not
agree with each other, using the name of the map, the flag and the people of Iran,
gives an unpleasant and unpleasant image of this ritual, if The popular,
participatory, voluntary dimensions of this ritual as well as its advantages such as
holding with the self-management of the people, human unity and solidarity, Shia
and Sunni unity and empathy of the Iranian and Iraqi governments in the
implementation of this multimillion-dollar event have been neglected or sometimes
protested. The negative conception of this religious event is not generally unrelated
to the current of Shia phobia in the Western media and especially a new
manifestation of Iranophobia.



CONCLUSION

It seems that appropriate news policy should be adopted in the country, far from
extremism and extravagance, in order to mediate the national religious rites,
especially Arbaeen Hosseini, which is not only focused on the format of the news
and in different genres, spontaneous dimensions. And the people and the
consequences of this community and the unity of Shiites and Sunnis, the empathy
of the two neighboring governments of Iran and Iraq will be narrated under this
multi-million ceremony. In addition, the above-mentioned appropriate policy
should be made in order to provide news, documents and case reports, especially by
involving citizen journalists and using the content produced by pilgrim users.

NOVELTY

One of the novel and new angles that has been considered in this article is the
research view of rituals as a means of producing meaning in line with the ideology
of media owners and consolidating and maintaining relations of hidden and
unknown power by using, distorting or deleting words and the images in the
selection and editing of the “news". Thematic analysis of media representation and
semantics of a media agent (BBC) regarding a religious rite with the aim of
clarifying media policy interventions in guiding public opinion is another new
aspect of this research.
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