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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Jihad in Islam is important because of raising
the flag of monotheism, repelling oppression
and tyrant, running the commandment of
the good and forbidding the evil, maintaining
Islam borders, and protecting the Islamic
unity. Jihad protects all Islamic values and
stops the fall of monotheism view. Thus, it
paves the way for the worship of God and
assurance the Muslims that they will
worship God in its shadow (42). In
explaining the significance of jihad, it suffices
that seventy-eight verses from various
chapters of the Quran have dealt with it and
its rules (1). The study problem is that with
the rise of ISIS, the Islamic world faced the
phenomenon of the jihad of marriage, where
the women were allowed by the order of
fundamentalist jurists from all over the
world to meet the sexual needs of men active
on the battlefield for ISIS. The justification
for this action was that this way the women
could have a key and important role in jihad
and perform their duty of faith. The
justification that women can be jihadists and
have a key and particular role in jihad is
backed by ideological view and has not just
shaped suddenly. The signs of this are
witnessed both in texts written by Sunni
fundamentalist theorists from the late
twentieth century and the gradual presence
of women as suicide bombers in
fundamentalist groups like the Taliban and
al-Qaeda in recent years. The purpose of the
paper is to understand and discover the
status of women in jihad in Sunni Jihadist
Arabic texts and the changes happened in
this status.

Materials and Methods

The methodology considered in the paper is
qualitative and the method used to analyze
jihad is a comparative-historical method. As
the specificity of the women's presence in
jihad in the Islamic world is significant in the
study, relying on traditional totalitarian
historical interpretations does not clarify the
aspects of the phenomenon, and we used the
genealogical method to examine it. In this
study, by relying on historical data extracted
from Sunni Arabic texts written about jihad,
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using genealogical techniques, we have tried
to critique the present by moving from the
zero point or the origin, and to analyze the
position of women in jihad and the rotation
that has occurred regarding their position in
jihad. Although for Foucault there is no such
precedence and latency for these steps, to
follow the subject of this precedence and
latency more easily, this method has been
used.

Findings

By studying the classical texts on jihad, we
discovered the women's status as a starting
point or zero in genealogical analysis, which
is childbearing and marriage, and finally a
trip to the house of God based on the
historical documents of female jihad. By
examining some texts written about jihad in
the contemporary era, especially the age of
Heikal, it became clear that after Heikal,
other jihadi theorists like Abdullah Yusuf
Azzam, gradually gave women a special
status in jihad like performing suicide
operations. It gradually showed itself in the
jurisprudence of fundamentalist Muslims,
with most radical Muslim thinkers
reproducing the same idea to date. However,
some more radical Muslims like al-Takrawi
and Anwar al-Awlaki tried to make women's
participation in jihad obligatory. However,
the key point is that having children and
getting married is still the main jihad of
women for those who have paved the way
for the presence of women in jihad. Thus, the
jihad of marriage and sexual exploitation of
women in the name of jihad has gained
legitimacy = with  ISIS  through the
interference of non-discourse and the agent
of patriarchal power. In other words, the
existing formulation of women's jihad is not
natural and permanent, yet jihad is a
temporary marriage and is one of ISIS
innovations. ISIS has promoted this practice
in cyberspace to encourage and attract jihadi
volunteers and to strengthen its front, with
no documented and credible history in
Islam, and prohibited.

Discussion



Hamidizadeh and Bastani

It seems that fundamentalists require some
sort of certainty against the shaky and
dubious modern world and referring to the
scriptures can eliminate this hesitation.
However, fundamentalists’ reference in
various religious traditions to infallible texts
is selective - these movements refer to parts
of the scriptures to reach the certainty they
require. Accompanying selectivity and
referring to error-free texts calls for the
emergence of unambiguous and clear
behaviors. Based on selective approach,
these behaviors sacred texts draw a clear
line between right and wrong behaviors. The
choices made by the fundamentalists set
strategic goals for these movements
separating the fundamentalists from their
enemies. Indeed, fundamentalists select the
part of their sacred tradition to separate
themselves from others and their peers to
some extent. Besides creating clearly
demarcated behaviors, this selectivity ends
in the way where movements are faced with
the secular world and its manifestations.
This means that although the
fundamentalists consider the secular world
as their main enemy, they use it selectively
for their own purposes according to the
reference they find to the sacred text and the
certainty that they gain.

Conclusion

In this paper, we have shown the selective
form of narrations and history in line with
today's goals by jihadi theorists to involve
women in jihad to some extent. In spite of the
efforts of a few of these theorists to enable
the presence of women in jihad (like Azzam,
al-Takrawi and al-Awlaki), they are still an
excluded element of jihad in the discourse of
women. To these extremist Muslims seeking
the women participation in jihad, there is the
preference to use women in suicide
operations, which is quite evident in
determination thought. Alternatively, they
use women's force of support or backing, the
most severe form of which is manifested in
the jihad of marriage in the Islamic State
(ISIS).
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