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Abstract

Death has always been human’s concern. Tolstoy has especially explained the
upshot of his reflections on death as a novella in The Death of the Ivan Ilych.
Heidegger who has dealt with philosophical debate on death in Being and Time,
pointed to Tolstoy’s The Death of the Ivan Ilych in a note on Being and time. The
Death of the Ivan Ilych was apparently a great step forward in the debate of death
from the humanistic point of view which has later been considered and explained
as one of the aspects of human being and completed by Heidegger. Thus, it seems
that the study of death in the view of Tolstoy and comparing with Heidegger’s
view is very useful. In this essay the Tolstoy and Heidegger's attitude was first
explained and then the attitudes of Tolstoy and Heidegger were compared and
explained. It has finally been followed that in The Death of the Ivan Ilych, Tolstoy
has described two approaches to death: authentic and inauthentic. These two
approaches were developed by Heidegger and led to describing two kinds of life:
authentic and inauthentic.
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Problem Statement

When the human existence and its existential spheres were focusing and the
philosophies of existence emerged, death was considered as one of the realms of
human existence. Heidegger, one of the great philosophers of the twentieth century,
was a philosopher who thought extensively about death. But Tolstoy, one of the
greatest Russian thinkers, presented the upshot of his thought on death in the form
of a story many years before Heidegger. Since the death of Ivan llyich Tolstoy is
undoubtedly a great step in dealing with death from a human point of view, which
was later studied as one of the realms of human existence in the philosophy of
existence and was evolved in Heidegger, and also, since Heidegger himself
referred to the story of the death of Ivan Ilyich Tolstoy in a footnote to existence
and time, the need to study death from Tolstoy's point of view and compare it with
Heidegger's view of death prompted the writing of this article.

It seems that Tolstoy had deeply thought about death long before writing The
Death of the Ivan Ilych. His first encounter with the significance of death has been
described in Diary of a Lunatic. However, the result of his consideration has
especially explained in his novella The Death of the Ivan Ilych. Heidegger, who
has philosophically discussed death in existence and time, considers death to be
one of the possibilities of the authentic Dasein. According to Heidegger, the
existence and life of Dasein may be of two kinds: authentic and inauthentic. In the
inauthentic life, human’s decisions are taken under social pressures. However,
authentic life is realization of potentiality-for-being which is the basis of Dasein’s
being. In the other words, my authentic life is being myself. Authentic person
thinks and decides according to his or her apprehension and will and takes the
responsibility of own choices and decisions rather than play the roles others have
determined and do what they wanted to do.

Method

The method taken in this research was descriptive- and analytic and this paper has
been written by comparing the attitudes of Tolstoy and Heidegger on death and
trying to find the similarities.

Findings and Results

There are two attitudes or tow concepts regarding death according to Tolstoy and
Heidegger: authentic and inauthentic attitudes. Inauthentic approach belongs to
inauthentic being and authentic approach to authentic being. An inauthentic person
does not think about death and places less importance on it. According to the
authentic approach, death is considered as something too far and at the same time
so close. Taking such an approach, everything will suddenly change and the static
existence changes into dynamic one. Of course, for the first time it was Tolstoy
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who has described in his Death of Ivan Ilych, two attitudes towards death:
authentic and inauthentic approaches. The approaches which have been developed
by Heidegger and led to describing of two kinds of life: authentic and inauthentic
life. The inauthentic life has been criticized by both Tolstoy and Heidegger.
However, leading to the authentic life, the authentic approach toward death has
been considered as the only life which human being deserves according to both of
them.
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