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The Transformation of the Concept of Eudemonia in
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Abstract

An in-depth analysis of the literature aimed at defining the
concept of Eudemonia in Islamic Philosophy shows an almost
unanimous consensus among philosophers which tries to find a
compromise between temporal (worldly) and eschatological
(otherworldly) Eudemonia. However, the question of which side
they slightly leant towards is always open to interpretation. The
findings suggest that from Al- Kendi to Al- Razi otherworldly
Eudemonia is subsequent to worldly Eudemonia. Al- Farabi’s
theory, which tries to strike a balance between worldly and
otherworldly Eudemonia, is the dominant line of thought up
until Al-Tusi. But in Nasirian Ethics an alternative perspective
emerges that tips the balance (scale) in favor of otherworldly
Eudemonia and considers worldly Eudemonia as rental land
which can be abandoned. As a consequence, the main challenge
is that the social development is slowed diminished in favor of
individual Eudemonia.
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