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English Abstract

Approaches and Methods of Teaching and Learning in
Fourth Generation Universities from the Perspective of
Faculty Members: A Qualitative Case Study

Yaghoob Sepehri*, Mohammad Javad Liaghatdar**, Azam
Esfijani***

The fourth generation university defines a new career model for the higher education
institution, which creates opportunities for local and regional development. From the
point of view of most educational experts, teaching and learning methods are the most
important sources of using the indicators of the fourth generation university and
cultivating creative graduates. In fact, the implementation of the fourth generation
university indicators in the teaching-learning methods continuously improves the quality
of the fourth generation university curriculum. This present study was conducted to
answer the following question: What are the indicators of teaching and learning methods
of the fourth generation university curriculum? This was a qualitative case study whose
participants were 20 faculty members of the universities in Iran, who were expert in the
field of curriculum design and fourth generation universities. They were selected through
snowball sampling method and their number was determined, in accordance with the
principle of saturation, after a semi-structured interview. The interviews were then
analyzed through qualitative content analysis. Data validity was assessed using the four
criteria of acceptability, transferability, reliability and verification and its reliability was
assessed using the documentation method. Findings suggest that the most important
indicators of teaching methods in the curricula of fourth generation universities are:
application of action-based learning approach, facilitating simulated learning
opportunities, attention to participatory learning methods, and educational approach
based on peer education, as well as exploratory and self-directed learning methods. The
results corroborate the application of new teaching methods such as the integration of
information and communication technology in the development of teaching methods for
learning curricula. The findings also imply that the Institute of Higher Education, by
changing its approach to the fourth generation university, can offer effective and efficient
human capital training based on local and regional needs to create a better society.
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