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Investigation Copiny Ways among Farmers: Case Study Shivan
County, North Khorasan

Ahmad Abedi Sarvestani, Dept. of Agricultural Extension and Education, College of Agricultural
Management, Gorgan University of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, Iran
Khalil Ghorbani, Dept. of Water Engeenering, College of Water and Soil, Gorgan University of
Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, Iran
Gohar Khaksar Moghaddam, Dept. of Agricultural Extension and Education, College of Agricultural
Management, Gorgan University of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, Iran

Abstract: Iran is located in arid area. Usually, agricultural sector can be most affected by drought. Farmers
have used different strategies to deal with the phenomenon of drought. This study was conducted to identify
these strategies and its relationship with the socio-economic characteristics of the farmers. The study
population consisted of farmers in Shirvan County of North Khorasan Province that 350 of them were
examined using survey research method. The required information was collected using a researcher-made
questionnaire which its content validity was confirmed by experts. The results showed that the first priority
coping strategy to drought was related to the “land reform measures” and the last priority was related to
“storage solutions”. Also, “using pipe to transferring agricultural water”, “cooperation to create and develop a
network of local irrigation and water supply" and "rain water harvesting using surface catchments" were the
important three recommendations of farmers to combat drought in future. The results showed that age and
farming experience were not significantly correlated to use of drought coping strategies. But the education
level of farmers, amount of farmer-extension agent contact had positive and significant correlations with the
number of used coping strategies with drought.

Keywords: Drought, Coping method, Farming, Khorasan.
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