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An Analysis of Relationship Between Social Capital and Quality of

Life, Case Study: Haft Chenar Neighborhood of Tehran

Lotfali Koozehgar Kaleji, Assistant Professor, Geography and Human logistics, Shahid Beheshti
University, Tehran, Iran
Majid Eskandarpoor, PhD Student, Geography and Urbon Planning, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran

Abdolbaset Darzadehmehr, MSA Student, Geography and Urbon Planning, Shahid Beheshti University,
Tehran, Iran

Abstract: The formation and expansion of the concept of quality of life over the past half century, has become a
key concept in global and human issues. Besides of this concept, quantitative and qualitative expansion of cities as
the dominant form of human life has caused the emergence of a new concept “quality of urban life”. Simultaneously
the emergence of the term “social capital““as the most important capital of a society to achieve sustainable and
synergic development and success of variety of plans and projects has attained increasing importance. Undoubtedly
the success of urban plans and projects especially in neighborhood scale directly depends on social capital and
citizen participation. Since the social capital is the fundamental factor in any development plans and programs, to
achieve the high quality of life in urban neighborhoods as a type of plan it is essential to take advantage of social
capital capacities such as trust, participation, social relations network and cohesion. Otherwise the urban plans and
projects won’t be able to reach to their final goal that is social sustainability and citizen’s satisfaction. This article
is descriptive and comparative survey that examines the quality of urban life in the one hand, and its relationship
with a social capital in the other hand. To evaluate the quality of life and social capital the questionnaire was
designed using researcher built questionnaire. In this regard, questionnaires were distributed among heads of
households. For reliability of the questionnaire Cronbach's alpha, for the review of the subjective and objective
quality of life the factor analysis model and for relationship with a social capital *Pearson correlation have been
used. All statistic analysis has been done in the SPSS software environment. Research results indicate a lower
quality of life in some territories and dimensions that have caused relatively lower social capital in this neighborhood
.Also research results indicate a high correlation between total quality of life and social capital in the neighborhood
of Haftchenar quarter

Keywords: Social capital, Quality of life, Haftchenar neighborhood, Tehran.
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