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Abstract
The distinction between Rule and Act Utilitarianism is one of the
most important dichotomies among Utilitarian philosophers. First,
we will briefly discuss the nature of this controversy and the precise
point of the divergence. Then, we will take a look at the history of this
terminology. In the third and main stage, the critiques particularly
levelled at Act Utilitarianism will be probed. It will be indicated that
part of these criticisms come from the opponents of utilitarianism
while others are presented by its advocates who find the Act reading
inefficient. We will categorize these reviews into three groups and
examine their authenticity. Impracticality, harmfulness, and
immoral effects are the titles of those critiques leveled at Act
Utilitarianism. Is this version of utilitarianism capable of answering
problems which opponents have made or is it necessary to give up of
this type of utilitarianism and throw a new plan?
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

This paper will discuss the critiques of "Act Utilitarianism" in Moral
Philosophy. The distinction between Rule and Act Utilitarianism is
one of the most important dichotomies among Ultilitarian
philosophers. First, we will briefly discuss the nature of this
controversy and the precise point of the divergence. Then, we will
take a look at the history of this terminology. In the third and main
stage, the critiques particularly levelled at Act Utilitarianism will be
probed.

Despite all disagreements, most scholars accept that the principle

of utility, in short, means the profitable is Good and favorable and
doing the most beneficial acts must be the priority and is Right. Given
this fundamental principle of utilitarianism, an important question
arises: how can this principle be put into practice? Answers are
various and have divided the utilitarian philosophers. With some
negligence, we can confine the answers into two general categories:
Act Utilitarianism and Rule Utilitarianism. The former applies this
principle directly to practice and it measures good and bad acts
immediately by that standard while the latter creates a humber of
beneficial rules based on the fundamental principle and applies those
rules to action. Both of these theories have been criticized and this
article intends to probe the criticisms leveled at the Act Utilitarianism.

2. A Brief History of the Division

Although this naming is often attributed to Richard Brandt (1959), he
says the roots of this division date back to the ancient times with a
long history. In Toward a Credible Form of Utilitarianism, Brandt
says the intention is to introduce some kind of utilitarianism that is
not overwhelmed by previous protests. He calls this new
utilitarianism Rule Utilitarianism versus Act Utilitarianism; an
organic theory versus an atomistic theory. Rule Utilitarianism is not
an atomistic opinion but is an organic one in which the Goodness of
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a particular action is not independent from other entities; rather, it is
revealed through its relation to social policy.

Before and after Brandt, this distinction is also expressed under other
terms including Extreme Ultilitarian and Restricted Utilitarianism by
J.J Smart, Summary View and Rules of Practices by John Rawls,
Direct and Indirect Utilitarianism by Crisp and alike, although all of
them are not exactly referring to the same thing.

3. Objections to Act Utilitarianism and Answers

Eggleston explains the criticisms against Act Utilitarianism in three
different categories. As the basis of his classification seems
appropriate, a number of the various objections voiced by Eggleston
and others will be discussed under this triple split.

1-3. Impractical to Implement

The main point in this objection is that the definitive result is not
predictable and it cannot be accurately estimated what the results will
be and whom they affect. When the results are impossible to foretell,
the criterion of "Most good for most people™ can no longer be applied
in the real world. Based on this theory, Practical results need to be
measured accurately in everyday decisions but the problem is that not
everything can be pre-measured everywhere. For example “Hitler’s
ancestors could not have known, when they engaged in procreation,
that their actions would eventually be among the causes of the
Holocaust™.
This criticism seems to be partly true. On the one hand, the proponent
of this theory must clearly state the definition of "outcome" but on the
other hand, such criticisms are not acceptable and we can object to
any other theories. In other words, everybody can shoot at many
theories with this kind of weapons. It is a bit like a mental game.

2-3. Harmful if Implemented

The second group of criticisms claim that the theory is inconsistent
and contradicts itself. Opponents point to some tragic and destructive
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results of Act Utilitarianism and, then, based on the very theory of
utilitarianism, they argue against depending on utilitarianism. Not
only does it not bring the most profit to most people, but it can even
make lots of troubles, they claim. For example:

1. Utilitarianism is very difficult and has a lot of demands that
makes life impossiblee. Can we make the decision that benefits most
people at every moment of our lives? The answer is negative. With
such an approach, man can never pursue his personal goals and plans.

2. Act Utilitarianism leaves no room for one's duties toward
family, friends, and acquaintances. The principle of neutrality in
utilitarianism says that each person's pleasure is equal to that of
another. The principle wants to provide the greatest enjoyment or the
most enjoyable possible of all humans, not acquaintances and
relatives.

3. Implementation of the principle of utility in daily life, apart
from the above hitch, is time consuming and impedes the rapid
reaction. This theory is not a good guide to action because computing
always requires careful scrutiny and such a strategy is very time-
consuming.

4. Act Utilitarianism promotes people's selfishness and also
eliminates the harmony between members of human society; because
people no longer expect another one to act according to the previous
plan and every moment, for the sake of greater profits, the decision
may change. Even the worker cannot be sure that the employer pays
or does not pay after the work is done; because after he/she does,
he/she may find a more profitable way to spend it.

3-3. Immoral Implications

The most serious criticisms of the practice falls under this category.
Critics believe that, in many cases, Act Utilitarianism requires
judgments that are morally questionable and sometimes unacceptable.
Opponents argue by counterexamples or theoretical studies that this
kind of Utilitarianism cannot spare duties like commitment and
honesty and some other perfectly good moral requirements.
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This objection has two parts:

1. Counterexamples: A famous example is the case in which the
sheriff executes an innocent person to appease the sedition. This
innocent person does not have a family or friends, who might be
harmed from his death, but the big problem is that he is not guilty and
on the other hand, if he is not executed, the city will be destroyed and
many things will damage. According to critics of this kind of
utilitarianism, this theory permits innocent killing in this situation.

2. Inability to justify virtues and reject the vicious: Act
utilitarianism conflicts with many conventional ethical requirements

4. Conclusion

Based on the proposed problems and answers, the present study
concludes that between the dualism of Act Utilitarianism and Rule
Utilitarianism, the preference is with the latter theory. Two things are
needed to prove this claim: First, to criticize Act utilitarianism and to
point out its drawbacks and weaknesses. Second, consider the rule-
based approach and mention its strengths. This article has tried to do
the first step and, hopefully, move one step forward and take on the
second task.
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