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ABSTRACT

Task features and learner variables are believed to play an important role in language outcome. Thus,
the present factorial between-subject study set out to determine the main and interaction effects of task
manipulation in terms of intentional reasoning and planning time and learner variables with regard to
language learning aptitude on Iranian intermediate learners’ written performance in letter writing
tasks. Lexical and syntactical complexity and also accuracy were the linguistic elements measured as
dependent variables in the writers’ performance. First, the participants were randomly divided into
three experimental grou(j)s; each group included 70, 76, 80 participants respectively. Then, they were
assigned to ﬁ_lannmg_ and no-planning groups within each experimental group, and there were the same
number of !?h-aptltude and low-aptitude participants in each planning group. Three letter WI’IIIH%
tasks with different degrees of reasoning demands (low, medium, high) were designed, and eac
experimental group received one of these tasks. The ones in planning groups were also given 10 extra
minutes for planning before performing the tasks. The findings of MANOVA test indicated that a)
providing planning time resulted in higher syntactical complexity; b) increasing reasoning demands
positively affected lexical and syntactical complexity; c) planning time and reasoning demands
interactively affected accuracy; and d) a three-way interaction effect among task features and learner
variable was observed only on accuracy. The results shed some light on how external manipulated task
features and internal learner variables can work together to improve task performance.
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