Horizons of Islamic Civilization, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 23, No. 1, Spring and Summer 2020, 319-344
DOI: 10.30465/AFG.2020.5118

A Quranic Study of Affection and Hatred
in Interreligious Relations

Sayed Abulhassan Navvab’
Haidar Hobballah™ Ahmad Reza Meftah™

Abstract

Some schools of thought and jurisprudence in the Islamic world — especially Salafism —
have embraced the principle of absence of friendship across religions and believe that
Islamic law is based on this principle. According to them, in interacting with the followers
of other religions, the principle is to hate them and not to like them. From the point of view
of these intellectual and jurisprudential traditions, this principle is one of the manifestations
of strictness towards the followers of other religions and the lack of friendly relations with
them. In the present study, an attempt has been made to examine this issue from a Quranic
perspective. It is concluded that what is found in the texts of the Quran is an unfriendly and
hateful interaction with “the enemies of the Muslim Ummah and human beings” and not
with all the people who disagree with the Muslims on their thought, religion and belief. In
addition, what can be seen in the Quranic texts is the emphasis on preserving identity by
distinguishing oneself from followers of other religions, not hatred towards them.
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