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Abstract

Tafsir Al-Shaarawi (Al-Shaarawi’s commentary) by Sheikh Muhammad Metwalli
Al-Shaarawi is one of the commentaries that can be considered as a link between
classical and modern methods in interpretation which most contemporary
commentators have dealt with. Al-Shaarawi tries to present contents of the Quranic
verses and chapters in a simple way so that the audience is not bothered by his
words and is absolutely absorbed in them. Literariness is the dominant feature in Al-
Shaarawi’s commentary. He uses a unique and different method from other
commentators to describe the syntactic and rhetorical styles in the Quran. Hence, we
find many popular proverbs in his commentary, a feature that is rarely used by other
commentators. Accordingly, the present study, using a descriptive-analytical
method, aims to explain the status of popular proverbs and their application in Al-
Shaarawi’s commentary. The results show that Al-Shaarawi has made use of
proverbs on three levels: (a) deciphering metaphors; (b) expressing reasons and
causes; and (c) expressing rational concepts objectively, in a concrete and tangible
way. And it should be borne in mind that all these factors have led to the brevity of
the text.
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