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Abstract

Invoking the tradition is one of the most obvious phenomena in contemporary literature;
however, historical characters of real existence also form one of its manifestations often
found in the texts of poetry and prose. Najah Ibrahim is among the poets who revives
historical characters in her poems and considers figures from various nations. Adopting
a descriptive-analytical method, this study aims to examine the historical characters in
Najah Ibrahim’s poetry and the hidden codes in them. These characters were studied in
three categories; namely, characters representing the good face, characters representing
the dark face, and ordinary characters. Techniques for invoking traditional characters
and revealing their codes were also examined in the poems. The results show that the
most prominent characters the poet used in her poems are characters representing the
dark face. Further, the most frequent technique of invoking historical characters in these
poems is the name technique. Relying on historical figures, the poet has unveiled the
greatness and self-respect that she had set for herself and, in addition, she has spoken of
herself, her homeland and everything going on in it.
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