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Fahmi Jad’an and his Intellectual System
Narges Beheshti

Abstract: Fahmi Jad’an is a contemporary mod-
ernist who has experienced the scientific atmo-
sphere of the Islamic world and the West. Many
of his writings express a system of thought that
relies on methodological and epistemological
modernity based on rationality and interpretive
method. His approach to reviewing the heritage
is to use the comprehensive rational method
and rely on justice and social liberalism. While
considering heritage as historical, he considers
the use of the reason-based interpretive method
in reading and interpreting the revealed text as
the only way to meet the requirements of the
time. Criticizing contemporary one-dimensional
thought systems such as Islamism, secularism,
liberalism, Jad’an suggests the multidimensional
rational method, which focuses on the pres-
ent world and heritage, and argues that justice
of true Islam, along with the rationality of
secularism alongside the freedom of liberalism
can advance the Islamic world. According to
Jad’an, Islam is a religion based on justice and
freedom, and political Islam is a heretical view.
Despite all his efforts as a researcher, Jadaan
has sometimes strayed from the scientific and
realistic perspective. The theoretical structure
of his thought, despite its internal harmony, in
practice suffers from unresolved contradictions.
His rationalism is based on Western society and
ignores the lack of rational support in Arabic
culture.

Keyword: Fahmi Jad’an, Modern Thinking,
Thought System, Heritage, Rational Method,
Social Liberalism
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- Etude sur la creation de la Parole divine, Universite de Paris, 1968.
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