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The Book “al-Maghazi ‘Abdul Razzaq Ibn
Hammam al-San’ani”; A Search for the Au-
thenticity of Primary Sources

Nicholt Buchoff van der Wert

Translated by Nasimeh Fallahi Nejad

Abstract: In recent decades, new sources have
put the study of the Prophet’s biography in a
new perspective. One of these sources is the
“Kitab al-Maghazi’; a section in the Musan-
naf of Abdul Razzaq. The Musannaf of Abdul
Razzaq has been collected from several manu-
scripts and includes a large number of narra-
tions, of which al-Maghazi is part of the fifth
volume. al-Maghzi is a historical section that
describes the most important events during
the life of the Prophet (PBUH) and after his
death until the caliphate of Mu’awiyah. The
importance of the mentioned book is due to
having older narrations which, in compari-
son with others, have been attributed more

to Ibn Shahab Zuhri. In the following article,
the author has tried to date these hadiths and
narrations more accurately. In line with this
goal, he first introduces the book of Musannaf
of Abdul Razzaq and talks about its fifth part,
namely the book of al-Maghazi and its sourc-
es. Then, referring to Muammar and Zuhri
Hadith sources, he discusses the importance of
al-Maghazi book. Comparing a narration from
Abdul Razzag’s book al-Maghazi with differ-
ent narrations, of Al-Jami ‘al-Sahih Bukhart
and Sira Ibn Hisham, the author concludes
that there are other authentic hadiths from
Muammar / Zuhri in al-Maghazi that make it
an ancient and valuable source for the Prophet’s
biography.

Keyword: Hazrat Mohammad (PBUH), the
biography of Hazrat Mohammad (PBUH),
the biography of the infallibles (PBUH), the
biography of the Prophet (PBUH), the book
of al-Maghazi, Muammar, Ibn Shahab Zuhri,
historiography, Hadith sources, the book of
Musannaf of, Abdul Razzaq.
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Marco Schéller, Exegetisches Denken und Prophetenbiographie: Eine quellenkritische Analyse der Sira-Uber-
lieferung zu Muhammads Konflikt mit den Juden, Wiesbaden, 1998, 58-62.
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3. . Ignaz Goldziher, Mubammedanische Studien, Halle a.S., 1889-1890. Josep Schacht, The origins of Mubammadan

Jjurisprudence, Oxford, 1950. A more recent publication stating a similar critical view of the tradition material is

Yehuda D. Nevo & Judith Koren, Crossroads to Islam: The origins of the Arab religion and the Arab state, Amherst,

2003, 8-9.
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