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Codicology of the Qur'anic Manuscripts (10): Kufic Qur'an MS.
4289 of the National Museum of Iran and Its Stolen Part from the
Pars Museum (Shiraz): Rebellion against scriptio continua in Kufic
Transcribing

Morteza Karimi-Nia

Abstract: The Manuscript No. 4289 in the National
Museum of Iran was originally a fourteen-part Qur'an
on the skin from the third/ninth century, which,
unlike other early copies of Kufic, probably had an
Iranian scribe. By examining the different aspects of
this manuscript, this article intends to achieve three
separate goals. First, the general characteristics of this
important Kufic Qur'an from the third/ninth century
and its differences from other copies of 7-line Kufic

in the third/ninth century are explained, along with
providing information about other scattered leaves
and fragments that originally belonged to the same
Qur’an. Secondly, it is indicated that another 7-line
Kufic manuscript, No. 548, which was stolen two de-
cades ago from the Pars Museum (Shiraz), was a part
of the same Qur'an. After the theft in 16™ April 2003,
its various folios was sold out between 2004 and 2020
in various London auctions (i.e., Sotheby’s, Christie’s,
and Bonhams), and parts of it found their ways to
such Museums as Louvre (Paris and Abu Dabi), Met-
ropolitan (New York) and Islamic Art (Duha). Third-
ly, it is shown that this Kufic manuscript, unlike all
the Hijazi and Kufic Qur'ans of the first centuries, did
not follow the tradition of scriptio continua or scriptura
continua. This is probably due to the special style of
Iranian scribes in Khorasan and Transoxiana, who
considered breaking words at the end of a line to be
awkward and unstylish. As a result of their preference,
they did not use scriptio continua in their Iranian Kufic
transcribing of the Qur'an between the third/ninth
and seventh/thirteenth centuries. The author specu-
lates that this is due to the cultural connection of the
peoples of these areas with the tradition of pre-Is-
lamic writing in Iranian and non-Iranian languages in
Khorasan, Transoxiana and Turkestan, which, unlike
the western regions, did not follow scriptio continua. A
catalogue of and the whole folio images from the sto-
len Qur'an (Pars Museum, no. 548), sold in Western
auctions, are attached as an appendix.

Keyword: Iranian Kufic script; Iranian Qur'an copying
in the third/ninth century; National Museum of Iran,
MS. 4289; Pars Museum (Shiraz), MS. 548; Stolen
Qur'an from Pars Museum; scriptio continua; Variant
readings in Kufic manuscripts; Quran transcribing in
Khorasan and Transoxiana; Calligraphy and script in
ancient Iran; Sale of the stolen Qur'ans in London;
Sotheby’s Auction House; Christie’s Auction House.
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20. Cleveland Museum of Art.
2
22. Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek.

—_

. Museum of Fine Arts.

23. Lilly Library (Indiana University Bloomington).
24. Det Kongelige Bibliotek.

25. Metropolitan Museum of Art.

26. Frangois Déroche, The Abbasid tradition, pp. 43-45.

27. scriptio continua.
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